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Welcome…

Year 10 @ Yea High School
The purpose of this handbook is to support students and their families to select an appropriate
course of study for Year 10 and beyond. We encourage students to begin to think about the next
three years of school, and to choose subjects that reflect their passions, interests and possible
pathways. Students entering Year 10 have the opportunity to select a VET or VCE subject, an
option that offers students the opportunity to further deepen and extend their learning in both
vocational and academic pathways.
All Year 9 students will have a course selection interview to support them in considering subject
choices for Year 10. We are proud to offer a program that will challenge and inspire you.
The Year 10 curriculum delivery structure takes a flexible and personalised approach to each
student’s individual needs and interests. A personalised, flexible learning pathway is
developed where we help students grow by acknowledging their present, setting specific goals
for the short and long term, and then developing the concrete steps to get to those goals.
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Year 10…

The curriculum development team has overseen the development of relevant, rigorous curriculum
offerings which assist students in acquiring these important skills for their future.
The key features of the Year 10 curriculum are:
•
The provision of ‘Core Classes’ for key
areas of curriculum content

•
High emphasis on student skill
development

•

•

The use of advisors

Student led conferences or exhibitions

•
Clear two way communication with
families linked to student learning

•
Student access to internships or work
placements

•
Student learning plans negotiated with
families

•

•
Student Directed Learning - negotiated
projects

1:1 provision of ICT resources

•
Students in Year 10 to have access to
VCE/VET, VCE and VCAL options

•
Provision of ‘Master Classes’ linked to
Victorian Curriculum requirements and areas
of identified student needs

Yea High School recognises that when it comes to education ‘one size does not fit all’. The Year 10
course outlined in this Handbook seeks to deliver an educational program that is designed to meet
individual student needs.
The Year 10 model offers students a real choice in the kind of high school education they want to
experience. Our aim is to empower students to take charge of their learning in order to gain the skills
and knowledge necessary to achieve success beyond high school.
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Year 10…

Students are expected to:

Teachers are committed to:

Take advantage of the opportunities available
to them and commit to the learning plans they
have co-created. Students in the Year 10
course of study will be successful if they strive
to be self-motivated, self-directed and selfmanaging.

Making the Year 10 course enjoyable and
engaging for students. In addition, they seek to
aid student development, and provide
challenges and varied learning opportunities.

Families are expected to:
Commit to the key educational principles
underlying the Year 10 course of study and
work in partnership with staff and students to
select appropriate options, set appropriate
learning goals for their child and support them
through the challenges of achieving those
goals. Families also assist with the
development and achievement of learning
plans and attend student led conferences or
exhibitions.

The Year 10 course of study will be offered to Year 10 students in 2020. Given the many options
available to students, each student will need to lodge an expression of interest for their preferred
study options. All students will be counselled regarding their selections to ensure that they develop an
appropriate course relevant to their future pathway.
The Year 10 course is based on a core curriculum of English, Mathematics, Health and Physical
Education.
Similarly, all students in Year 10 complete Technology classes which embrace a range of studies
including materials technology, information communication technology, art, graphics and multi-media.
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Year 10…

Students in Year 10 will also develop an
individual learning plan within their advisory
based on the Victorian Curriculum
requirements for the studies of Science and
Humanities. Some of the tasks will be teacher
directed, others negotiated on an individual
basis and others may be completed in teams.
The Technology and Advisory blocks will also
give Year 10 students access to one of three
‘flexible blocks’ with students able to select one
VCE unit should they wish. Students selecting
this option will join timetabled VCE classes
with students in Year 11. Should a student
wish to undertake this option the demands of
their individual learning plan will be adjusted to
reflect this.
Students will also have access to VET options
- students are permitted to select one VET unit
from these options.
Students who wish to commence studies within
the VCAL structure will also be able to
commence work on options which would lead
to a Foundation level certificate should they
wish to.

In addition, students who wish to pursue an
internship, work placement or Australian
School Based Apprenticeship will also be able
to access these options within the Year 10
course of study.
The Year 10 course is designed to give
students a solid grounding in the key areas of
the curriculum, while also allowing them to
develop skills and have experiences which will
assist them in moving along their chosen
pathway.
Students will be required to develop a learning
plan in conjunction with their parents and
Advisor. Students will be required to exhibit
their work.
Please take the time to study the structure of
the Year 10 course of study and the detail on
the VET and VCE offerings. We welcome
questions on the program and these should be
directed to Ms Isaac, Mr Schwab or Mr D’Arcy.
Students selecting VCE options will have to
follow a set process that is outlined later in this
document.
Students selecting VET options will need to
attend an interview with their advisor and Mr
MacDonald.
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Additional
support

Enrichment Support Program

Core Program

Area of
Learning

Curriculum Grid…

English

AREAS OF LEARNING
Core Program
Wednesday
options
VET
Internship
Work Placement
Maths
Health &
Physical
Education
Select one of the
VET options outlined
on selection sheet
OR
Undertake hands on
Real World Learning
Opportunities
OR
Australian School
Based
Apprenticeship
Option
OR
Independent
Learning Option

VCE options:
May select one of VCE Unit 1/2:
Subjects – TBA
Art
Technology

Advisory

Investigating and
designing
Creating and
making
Exploring and
responding
Analysing and
evaluating
ICT skills

Science
Science
knowledge and
understanding
Science at work
Humanities
Humanities
knowledge and
understanding
Humanities skills

Excursions

Reading
Writing
Speaking
and
Listening

Number
Space
Measurement,
Chance and
Data
Working
Mathematically

Movement
and physical
activity
Health
Knowledge
and
Promotion

English
Week

Maths Week

House
Sports

Lunchtime
Computers

Interschool
Sports

School
Production

Lunchtime
Activities

Backstage/props

Film
Excursions

Australian
Maths
Competition

Literacy
Coach
Support

Lunchtime
Maths
Program

Social Service
Projects
World of Work

Writers
Competitio
n

Driver Training
Art Exhibition

Sports
Coaching

Library
Support

Integration support, support lessons on Cyber safety, visiting performances and guest speakers,
School Nursing Program, welfare support services.
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Sample Year 10…

Sample Program 1 – Ben.
Ben has decided that he is happy to complete a straight forward year 10 program but is interested in
gaining an apprenticeship. He decides to seek work placements with a builder and an electrician to
get some experience in this field. Ben’s course would run this way:
Core Year 10 Subjects
Year 10 Program
English

Maths

Health and PE

Work
Placement
Builder

Art Technology

Advisory

Ben covers all the basics of Year 10 through the core program, has his work placement and
undertakes his Technology program. In Advisory he will develop a learning plan with his teacher,
signed off by his parents, that covers the areas of Science and Humanities.
Sample Program 2 - Sam
Sam has a great love of design and spent some time with a designer last year on a shadow day. She
would like to find an internship in interior design and also build her knowledge in the area of History.
Sam might have a course like this.
Core Year 10 Subjects
Year 10 Program
English

Maths

Health and PE

Internship with
Interior
Designer

VCE History

Advisory

Art
Technology

Sam would be producing a project with her internship mentor, studying VCE History, undertaking her
Technology program and negotiating her course within advisory covering Science and Humanities.
Her Advisory learning plan will be adjusted to take into account of the fact that she is undertaking VCE
studies.
Sample Program 3 – Stephanie.
Stephanie has decided that she would like to pursue her interest in horses through a VET Equine
Industry course. She also has an interest in Biology, partly driven by her passion project from Year 9
when she studied muscles. Stephanie also selects VCE Biology as part of her Year 10 course.
Stephanie’s course will run this way:
Core Year 10 Subjects
Year 10 Program
English

Maths

Health and PE

Sport
Education

VET
Equine
Industry

VCE Biology

Advisory

Stephanie will have access to her VET program on a Wednesday and VCE Biology within the Yea
High School timetable. She will also be able to pursue the studies of Science and Humanities within
her advisory time.
Build your own Year 10 program.
Read over all the options that follow in this handbook and think about which of the Year 10 options
might be suitable for you. Make sure you speak with your parents, Teacher Advisor and Careers
Counsellor.
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VET Offerings 2020

There are fourteen Vocational Education and Training (VET) programs in the VCE in 2019 however
this can increase/decrease each year depending on student participation. VET in the VCE programs
are now an integral part of the VCE. They can contribute up to thirteen of the sixteen units required
for satisfactory completion of the certificate and contribute to a student’s Australian Tertiary Entrance
Rank (ATER). VET studies can also provide the required credit within the VCAL program.
The inclusion of these VET studies within the VCE provides students with a greater range of
pathways, which are designed to enable them to complete a basic TAFE qualification for entry into an
increasingly competitive workforce while maintaining the option for them of undertaking university
studies.
In completing a VCE or VCAL that includes VET studies, young people may combine an interest in
one or more of the fourteen vocational areas with more conventional VCE and VCAL studies. In this
way, students may qualify for both the VCE and VCAL and a nationally recognised VET certificate. A
major feature of VET in the VCE programs is the provision of on-the-job training through work
placement. This training is important in developing the skills and competencies of young people to
industry standards.
The VET options available to students in the VCE and VCAL have been designed to provide a broadbased education, which links training to the work place and provides multiple pathways, to university,
further training or employment.

Why Choose a VET Subject In Your VCE Course?
As preparation for employment:
• Helps students develop work-ready skills as
well as introducing them to potential
employers or referees.
• Completion of an industry specific certificate
is a clear indication of interest in that
occupation.

As preparation for further TAFE study:
• Students gain exemption from TAFE
modules already completed as part of the
VCE / VET subject leading to lower fees
and early graduation.

• Demonstrates interest in the particular
industry eg. Hospitality, which could assist
in gaining a place in a course.
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VET Offerings 2020

More details on all of these programs are
available. See Gordon MacDonald, Pathways
Manager for flyers about each VET course.
These VET courses will be conducted at
Goulburn Ovens TAFE in Seymour, Seymour
College TTC, Assumption College, Wallan
Secondary and Whittlesea Secondary College
TTC and Box Hill TAFE.
Please note that these VET subjects listed
above will only run in 2020 if sufficient
numbers of students from the
Seymour/Goulburn cluster of schools (Yea
High School, Seymour College, Broadford
Secondary College, Assumption College,
Alexandra Secondary College and Euroa
Secondary College) wish to enrol and
undertake particular VET subjects.

How Will I Complete My
VET Subjects?
Students planning a VCE pathway begin a
VET subject in Year 10 with the majority of
courses run within the Wednesday timetable
(some second year courses may run on
alternate days). Some may also require
students to attend workshops ran on the
school holidays or weekends throughout the
year. Whilst industry specific work experience
is encouraged, it is mandatory for Allied Health
and Animal Studies.
VET subjects are usually completed after two
years, although a student may choose to
discontinue their participation in the subject

after one year only (Withdrawing from a
Certificate III after one year will result in a
partial completion of the certificate). If
completing the second year of their VET
subject in Year 11, students will miss some
classes on a Wednesday but it is expected that
each student is responsible for keeping up in
every subject.

Travel
In 2020, students attending VET classes at
Seymour GOTAFE and Seymour College on
Wednesday are able to travel by the school
bus which leaves Yea at 7.30 am to travel to
Seymour, returning at Yea at 4.30pm. Students
can also access the VLine bus that runs daily
from Yea to Seymour (9am, returning at 4
30pm). There is a small cost for this service.
Students are encouraged to use the earlier bus
to ensure that they arrive to classes on time.
Students attending Whittlesea SC from the
Flowerdale and Kinglake areas may access
school buses that service those areas if space
is available.
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VET Offerings 2020

As preparation for further University study:
• The VCE / VET subject contribute to the
ATAR as one of the Primary Four (VET
subjects with scored assessment) or as an
incremental 5th or 6th subject (Block credit of
10% of the average of the Primary Four
scaled scores)

• May provide exemptions from some subjects
in a university course.
• Gives students work skills for part time work.
• Provides an excellent understanding of being
an employee.
• Demonstrates interest in the particular
industry eg. Multimedia, which could assist in
gaining a place in a course

In 2020 students have the opportunity to select from a range of studies offered within the Lower Hume
VET cluster
















Certificate I and II in Animal Studies (Duel Cert. Online, GOTAFE)
Certificate II in Active Volunteering (Project Ready)(Yea High School)
Certificate II in Automotive Technology (Whittlesea SC and Seymour College)
Certificate II in Building and Construction (Whittlesea SC and Seymour College/GOTAFE)
Certificate II in Conservation and Land Management and Certificate II in Horticulture (Duel
Cert. Online, GOTAFE)
Certificate II in Community Services (Yea High School)
Certificate II in Engineering Technology (Whittlesea SC and Seymour College)
Certificate II in Equine Studies (Seymour College)
Certificate II in Hairdressing (GOTAFE Seymour)Certificate III in Music Tech Production &
Performance (Wallan SC)
Certificate II in Hospitality Kitchen Operations (GOTAFE Seymour)
Certificate III Acting, Screen and Television (Over two years, Assumption College)
Certificate III in Allied Health and Health Services (Over two years, GOTAFE Seymour)
Certificate III in Events (Over two years, GOTAFE, Seymour)
Certificate III in Information Digital Media and Technology (Yea High School)
Certificate III in Sport and Recreation (Over two years, Seymour College, GOTAFE Seymour)
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VET Offerings 2020

Cost
Indicative costs for materials will vary from course to
course but students can expect to pay from $175$1000.
Further details relating to the provision of VET courses
and costs will be available from Gordon MacDonald
once confirmed by providers.
Students who wish to enrol in a VET subject for 2020
are required to pay the materials fee before the end of
Term 4 2019.
Once a student begins their VET subject in 2020, they
may attend one Wednesday on a trial basis. If the
student does not wish to continue he/she may withdraw.
If the student wishes to continue the VET subject and
attends the second Wednesday of classes, then it will
be assumed that the student will continue for the rest of
the year and will be invoiced for the VET materials cost.
If a student discontinues after attending three or more
VET classes, they will still be invoiced for the whole
year’s VET materials cost. If a student has not paid
their first year materials fees, then they will not be able
to continue or enrol into the second year of their VET
course. In some cases, students are required to
purchase a kit and once opened, cannot be returned.
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Apprenticeships…

Australian School Based
Apprenticeship
Students at Yea High School can also undertake an
Australian School Based Apprenticeship (SBAT). We
currently have students who are employed as SBAT’s
while still enrolled in Year 10, VCE and VCAL. If a
student has an employer who is willing to sign them on
as an Australian School Based Apprentice then the
Pathways Manager can facilitate the arrangements. In
many cases, these SBAT’s become full-time
apprenticeships when the student chooses to leave
school.

What is an Australian School Based Apprenticeship?
Australian School Based Apprenticeships provide a nationally recognised qualification, which you can
achieve while you are still at school completing your education.
School Based Apprenticeships are available in almost every industry imaginable!
School Based Apprenticeships are a legitimate part of both the VCE and VCAL. Students who
undertake a School Based Apprenticeship gain credit for Year 11 and often Year 12 subjects on their
VCE/VCAL statement of attainment.
Australian School Based Apprenticeships can be completed over two years and are made up of 200
days structured training and paid work. Working hours can be undertaken during the week (usually
on Wednesdays) or in some cases after school, at weekends and during holidays. The student would
typically complete one day at the workplace (usually Wednesday) and attend TAFE another day per
week (the TAFE training may be in ‘block’ release e.g. one week per term or the training may be
completed at the workplace)
Training for School Based Apprenticeships is provided by a Registered Training Organisation. Every
Australian School Based Apprentice completes a recognised training package either in the workplace
or at the Registered Training Organisation depending on the industry undertaken. Instead of learning
in a classroom situation, apprentices learn in a ‘hands on’, practical environment ‘on the job’ and are
able to ‘earn while they learn’, in the workplace.
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Apprenticeships…

Please note that fees are payable to the Registered Training Organisation providing the training for
the School Based Apprenticeship (in some instances this may be paid by the employer) Students with
health care concession cards will be eligible for concession fees and students experiencing financial
hardship may also apply directly to their TAFE for a reduction in their fees.
Who benefits?
Students who have a clear desire to work in a particular industry can gain credit towards their
apprenticeships or pre-training for tertiary education whilst remaining at school. By the time the
VCE/VCAL is complete, students will also have a qualification, which makes them a prize recruit for
employers.
Students who prefer a practical type of education will benefit from the active ‘hands on’ learning an
Australian School Based Apprenticeship provides.
Australian School Based Apprenticeships are an ideal way to get used to the workforce gradually and
to ‘get a foot through the door’ with prospective full-time employers.
Most Australian School Based Apprenticeships offer a 10% bonus for your ATAR score (as the 5th or
6th subject)
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VCE Biology

ASSESSMENT
Satisfactory Completion
Demonstrated achievement of the set
outcomes specified for the unit.

LEVELS OF ACHIEVEMENT
UNITS 1 AND 2
The school determines levels of achievement
UNIT 3 (100 marks, 16% of total mark):
Outcome 1: A report related to at least two
practical activities from a logbook of practical
activities. (Max 1000 words, 50 mins) [50
marks]
Outcome 2: At least one task from the Unit 1
and 2 list above.[50 marks]
UNIT 4 (90 marks, 24% of total mark):
Outcome 1: A report using primary or
secondary data. (Max 1000 words, 50 mins)
[30 marks]Unit
Outcome 2: A response to an issue OR A
report of a laboratory investigation. (Max 1000
words, 50 mins) [30 marks]
Outcome 3: Design and undertake a practical
investigation related to cellular processes
and/or biological change and continuity over
time, and present methodologies, findings and
conclusions in a scientific poster according to
the VCAA template (not exceeding 1000
words). [30 marks]
UNIT 3 AND 4
End of year exam (2.5 hours, 60% of total
mark)

OVERVIEW
UNIT 1: HOW DO LIVING THINGS STAY
ALIVE?
• Cell structure and function

• Movement of substances through the cell
membrane
• Energy transformations (Cellular respiration
and photosynthesis)
• Systems (circulatory, digestive, excretory or
respiratory) in mammals, and the equivalent in
a plant
• Plant and animal adaptations
• Classification
• Relationships within ecosystems
UNIT 2: HOW IS CONTINUITY OF LIFE
MAINTAINED
• The cell cycle
• Reproduction
• Embryonic and foetal development
• Genetics
UNIT 3: HOW DO CELLS MAINTAIN LIFE?
• Movement of substances through the cell
membrane
• DNA and proteins
• Gene structure and regulation
• Energy transformations (Cellular respiration
and photosynthesis)
• Enzyme action
• Cell signalling (e.g. hormones)
• Immunology
UNIT 4: HOW DOES LIFE CHANGE AND
RESPOND TO CHALLENGES OVER TIME?
• Evolution
• Theories of evolution
• Evidence of evolution
• Human evolution
• Selective breeding
• DNA technologies• DNA profiling
• Genetically modified organisms
• Rational drug design
• Strategies for dealing with epidemics and
pandemics
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VCE History

ASSESSMENT
Satisfactory Completion
Demonstrated achievement of the set
outcomes specified for the unit.

LEVELS OF ACHIEVEMENT
Units 1 and 2
The school determines levels of achievement.
Units 3 and 4
School assessed coursework, a mid-year
examination and an end-of-year examination.
 Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 25%
 Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 25%
 Unit 4 examination: 50%

OVERVIEW
History involves inquiry into human action in
the past, to make meaning of the past using
primary sources as evidence. As historians ask
new questions, revise interpretations or
discover new sources, fresh understandings
come to light. The study of VCE History assists

students to understand themselves, others and
their world, and broadens their perspective by
examining people, groups, events, ideas and
movements. Through studying VCE History,
students develop social, political, economic
and cultural understanding. They also explore
continuity and change: the world is not as it
has always been, and it will be subject to
change in the future.
The study is made up of four units:
Unit 1: 20th Century History 1918-1939. In
Unit 1 students explore the nature of political,
social and cultural change in the period
between the world wars.
Unit 2: 20th Century History 1945-2000. In
Unit 2 students explore the nature and impact
of the Cold War and challenges and changes
to existing political, economic and social
arrangements in the second half of the
twentieth century.
Units 3 and 4: Revolutions. In Units 3 and 4
Revolutions students investigate the significant
historical causes and consequences of political
revolution. In developing a course, teachers
select two revolutions to be studied. In 2020
students are studying the American and
Russian revolutions.

Information Digital
Media Technology

ASSESSMENT
Satisfactory Completion
Demonstrated achievement of the set
outcomes specified for the unit.
LEVELS OF ACHIEVEMENT
UNITS 1 AND 2
Assessment may be a combination of written
and online assignments, tests, examinations
and practical application projects.
UNIT 3 AND 4
Percentage contributions to the study score in
Information Digital Media Technology are as
follows:
 School-assessed Coursework: 66%
 End-of-year examination: 34%

VCE / VET

support. You will train with applications that
include Adobe Dreamweaver, Flash, Illustrator,
Photoshop, Premier and Autodesk Maya,
which will enable you to graduate with a basic
portfolio of web design and multimedia work.
Upon completion of this successful two-year
course, students will satisfy the requirements
of VCAA as well as obtain a Nationally
Recognised qualification; a full Certificate III in
Information, Digital Media and Technology
(ICT30115). This course is an examinable
subject with students completing a VCAA
exam at the end of the units 3&4 sequence.
LEARNING AREAS COVERED
• producing digital images

OVERVIEW

• social media

This certificate allows students to explore a
variety of areas in ICT. This program can be
specialised or broad depending upon the
needs of the students. This course will provide
you with the skills and knowledge to be
confident in the use of introductory multimedia
and web applications.

• operating software packages

You will learn basic web page design, digital
imaging, video, 2D/3D animation and IT

• building websites
• the I.T industry
• environmental sustainability
• providing ICT assistance
• equipment maintenance

Here to help…

Terri Isaac
Year 10 Coordinator
isaac.terri@edumail.vic.gov.au

Gordon MacDonald
Career Pathways Coordinator
macdonald.gordonstewart.g@edumail.vic.gov.au

http://www.yeahs.vic.edu.au
Racecourse Rd, YEA VIC 3717
Email: yeahs@edumail.vic.gov.au
Phone: (03) 5797 2207
Fax: (03) 5797 2931

William Schwab
Year 10 Coordinator
schwab.william.w@edumail.vic.gov.au

