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Welcome…
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Yea High School Senior School
Our aim at Yea High School is to promote personal excellence and provoke in our students a desire for
continued learning. The Senior School years are concerned not only with academic preparation for the
VCE but also with maturing attitudes to work, organisation and approaching life in a balanced way.
We expect our senior students to establish challenging goals, which extend their abilities, to focus clearly
on achieving them and to become increasingly independent. We encourage them to set a good example
for younger students, to be student leaders, to participate fully in school activities and to understand the
associated responsibilities.
We are able to offer a wide range of VCE studies and VET programs, and to provide close, individual
attention for our students through our small class sizes and extensive student support network. VCAL
has become an integral part of the options that we are able to offer students. We are fortunate in having
well qualified staff experienced in providing academic and career guidance. We take pride in our
academic record, Yea exceeds the state average for students going from school to accept places at
tertiary study or employment.
We wish every student success in their senior years. Do not hesitate to contact us if we can help in any
way.
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What to choose…

This Handbook is produced for the guidance of students and their parents in
selecting VCE, VCAL, VET and School Based Apprenticeship Traineeship
(SBAT) courses for Years 11 and 12. Before the final subject selection forms
are completed students should consult widely, seeking advice about future
courses and careers. Sources of advice include subject teachers, VCE and
VCAL Coordinators, Pathways Manager and Principal. Many publications
produced by the Victorian Curriculum Assessment Authority (VCAA),
Universities, TAFEs, other higher education providers and employment
agencies are very useful and are available in the Careers Room or from the
Pathways Manager.

Selecting the best course for you may not be
an easy decision. Many students at this level
have not finalised their ideas about what
career to pursue. Make sure you spend time
finding out what careers you are interested in
and suited to by following up with our
Pathways Manager.
The choice of course for a particular career
depends upon many factors, some of which
are:
 Pre-requisites required by a tertiary
institution and/or employing authority.
 Ability to achieve success in selected
subjects.
 Past performances in the subject,
together with personal likes and dislikes
of the subject.

 Interest in and enjoyment of the
subject.
So, when students are selecting a course of
study they should ask themselves the following
questions:
 Am I choosing subjects in which I have
a good chance of success?
 Do the studies I have chosen give me
as much freedom as possible to
change career direction?
 Will these subjects assist me in gaining
the tertiary study or employment I
want?
 Am I genuinely interested in these
units?
 Am I prepared to commit myself to the
necessary work?

What to choose…

A Student Program is the group of subjects
you select that suit your interests, abilities,
career, employment or higher education
course focus. If you intend to study at a higher
education institution (University, TAFE College,
private provider etc.) you must investigate the
subject prerequisites you will need, to be able
to enter the courses offered by these
institutions.

Please note: It is the responsibility of the
student to ensure that chosen programs meet
tertiary entrance requirements. Consult the
Tertiary Entrance Requirements 2020 or 2021
booklets or current VTAC guides for this
information. They are available from the
careers teacher or the library.

The VCAL is an accredited senior secondary
qualification undertaken in Years 11 and 12.
The VCAL course is based on hands‑on
learning, also known as applied learning. If you
choose to do the VCAL, you will gain practical
experience and employability skills, as well
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as the skills you will need to go on to further
training in the workplace or at TAFE.

In the VCE course each subject is called a
‘Unit’ and has a number 1, 2, 3, or 4. Students
will normally undertake Units 1 and 2 in the
first year of their VCE program and Units 3 and
4 in the second year. For some students it
may be appropriate to plan a VCE/VET
program over three years. Advice needs to be
sought if any student is considering either of
the last two options.

Units 1 and 2 can be done separately or as a
sequence. It is expected that Unit 1 will
usually be offered in the first semester and Unit
2 will be offered in the second semester. Units
3 and 4 of all studies must be done as a
sequence. Unit 3 will only be offered in the
first semester and Unit 4 will only be offered in
the second semester.

Entry To Studies
Students may enter studies at Units 1, 2 or 3.
Some study designs include advice that students should complete either or both Units 1 and 2 before
attempting Unit 3, or have equivalent experience, or be willing to undertake some preparation. This is
advice only. Consult the VTAC website
https://delta.vtac.edu.au/CourseSearch/prerequisiteplanner.htm , or the relevant subject teachers, for
additional information.
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What to choose…

Career Planning Assistance
Career planning and VCE selection are confusing choices facing senior students today. You are not
expected to arrive at decisions in isolation. If students and parents are confused or simply require
further information, they should contact the Student Pathways Manager, Gordon MacDonald.

Graduation & Course Selection Requirements
To meet the graduation requirements of the
VCE, each continuing student must
satisfactorily complete a minimum of sixteen
units.
These units must include:
•

Three units of English, including a 3-4
sequence

•

At least three sequences of Units 3 & 4
studies other than English

When selecting the units to be studied in 2021,
try to keep the two years of your program in
mind. There are some units you have to do
and others you need to do to satisfy prerequisites for post school pathways. Some
Units 3 and 4 may not specify Units 1 and 2 as
a pre-requisite but it may be highly desirable,
and ultimately to your advantage to do them.
All changes of course are subject to the
approval of the Year Level Coordinator and
subject teachers. VET changes are subject to
the approval of the VET Coordinator. Changes
are to be recorded on the appropriate form and
given to the VASS Coordinator, who needs this
information to change enrolments with VCAA.
All proposed VCE courses will have to be
checked by the Year Level Coordinator for

general advisability and the meeting of
requirements. Final decisions about course
approvals will be with the Principal. A
student’s course selection is subject to review
at the end of each semester and, once study
has commenced, at regular intervals thereafter
depending on academic performance. The
provision of studies in each semester will be
dependent upon sufficient demand by students
and the availability of teachers.
PLEASE NOTE: It is school policy that unless
there are exceptional circumstances, as
authorised by the Principal, all Year 11
students are expected to undertake six
subjects each semester and all Year 12
students are expected to undertake five
subjects each semester. These subjects may
include VET courses, and/or distance
education subjects.
Year 11 students will only be permitted to
undertake one subject at the level of Units 3
and 4, unless exceptional circumstances are
authorised by the Principal.

5

Unit 1 & 2 VCE 2021

Each student is required to select six units each semester and the selection must include English (1
and 2). Each student will therefore take twelve units for the whole year.
It will also be possible for some students to complete a 3 and 4 unit sequence as one of their 6
subjects in Year 11. The purposes of this arrangement are to extend student’s skills and to allow
students to have more options and will be calculated into their tertiary entrance ranking. This would
allow them to gain an “additional” bonus as part of their Year 12 ATAR (previously known as the
ENTER). Approval to take Units 3 and 4 levels in 2021 will be given by the Year Level Coordinator
after consultation with subject teachers and the Principal. Only one sequence of unit 3 and 4 level
can be undertaken n Year 11.

1.

English

2.

At Year 11 students will study English Units 1
and 2.
To meet the English requirement for the VCE
students may choose to complete either
English Units 3 and 4 and/or Literature Units 3
and 4.

Mathematics

Mathematics is not compulsory however
universities have many courses that require
mathematics prerequisites. It is recommended
that students

What Mathematics Do I Need?

Year 11

Foundation
Mathematics

General Mathematics

Further Mathematics

Year 12

Mathematical Methods

Mathematical Methods

Specialist
Methods
(If undertaking this
subject, you should
also be doing Methods)

Unit 1 & 2 VCE 2021

6

Foundation Mathematics 1 and 2 is designed
to improve basic numeracy skills and does not
progress into a Unit 3 and 4 sequence so
therefore is not a prerequisite for tertiary
selection.

Methods Units 1 and 2 and Specialist
Mathematics Units 1 and 2, taken in
conjunction, provide a comprehensive
preparation for Specialist Mathematics Units 3
and 4.

General Mathematics 1 and 2 is designed for
students likely to need Mathematics for tertiary
entrance and leads directly into Further
Mathematics 3 and 4. The level of
Mathematics covered in this subject is not as
advanced as that covered in Mathematical
Methods 1 and 2, particularly in relation to
algebra skills. A student wishing to do General
Mathematics would typically enjoy arithmetic,
money maths, statistics and trigonometry.

Further Mathematics 3 and 4 is intended for
a wide range of students and provides general
preparation for employment and further study.
Students would be expected to have studied
any of the 1 and 2 units prior to undertaking
this unit. Further Mathematics 3 and 4 may be
taken in conjunction with Mathematical
Methods 3 and 4. Further Mathematics 3 and
4 may not be taken in conjunction with
Specialist Mathematics 3 and 4.

Mathematical Methods 1 and 2 is designed
for students likely to need Mathematics for
tertiary entrance and also for those wishing to
continue their study of the subject at a more
advanced level. Mathematical Methods 1 and
2 leads directly into Mathematical Methods 3
and 4 which is likely to be a pre-requisite
subject for many tertiary courses. Students
wishing to do Mathematical Methods 1 and 2
would typically enjoy and be good at algebra.

Mathematical Methods 3 and 4 can be taken
on its own or in conjunction with either Further
Mathematics 3 and 4 or Specialist
Mathematics 3 and 4 units and is intended to
provide an appropriate foundation for further
study in tertiary areas e.g. Science, Economics
and Medicine. Students should have
previously studied Mathematical Methods 1
and 2.

Specialist Mathematics Units 1 and 2 is
designed for students who wish to undertake
an in-depth study of mathematics, with an
emphasis on concepts, skills and processes
related to mathematical structure, modelling,
problem solving and reasoning. Mathematical

Specialist Mathematics 3 and 4 is a course
intended for those students who plan to
undertake specialist tertiary courses in
Mathematics or related disciplines e.g.
Engineering. This course would normally be
undertaken in conjunction with Mathematical
Methods 3 and 4.

Unit 1 & 2 VCE 2021
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Assessment
For each unit, students will be awarded an ‘S’ (Satisfactory), if all outcomes have been achieved, and
an ‘N’ (Not Satisfactory) if not. The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA)
‘Statement of Results’ issued on the completion of the VCE will contain this information. For
satisfactory completion of a unit, a student must demonstrate achievement of each of the Outcomes
for the Unit that are specified in the study design. This decision will be based on the teacher’s
judgement of the student’s performance on Assessment Tasks designated for the unit.

Achievement of an Outcome means:
 The work meets the required standard
as described in the outcomes.
 The work was submitted on time.
 There has been no breach of VCAA
rules.
 Satisfactory understanding of key
knowledge points for each outcome.

A student may not be granted satisfactory
completion if:
 The student has failed to meet a school
deadline for an assessment task,
including where an extension of time
has been granted.
 The work cannot be authenticated.
 There has been a breach of VCAA
rules including school attendance rules.
 Satisfactory understanding of key
knowledge points for each outcome is
not met.

Yea High School has elected to give a grading of Very High, High, Medium, Low, Very Low and
Ungraded Assessment Tasks in Units 1 and 2. Reports will be issued at the end of each semester
indicating ‘S’ or ‘N’ for each unit as well as the grading for each Assessment Task. Where illness or
other factors affect performance, students may seek special provision. A ‘UG’ (ungraded) grade may
also be recorded if work is completed but does not reach the standard of the grade, very low.
Students will receive an ‘N’ for work they failed to submit.

Exam periods are held in June and October/November annually. Exams will be one and a half hours
to two and a half hours in length. They are to be held under formal conditions and are assessment
tasks that are recorded on the report. Absence from an exam means that an NA (Not Assessed) is
recorded.

Unit 3 & 4 VCE 2021
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In Year 12, a number of Unit 3 and 4 studies will be
offered, subject to a sufficient number of students
selecting them. Units 3 and 4 of all studies are
designed as a sequence and students must take
both units of study. Each student is required to
select five of these two unit sequences. The
selection must include English (3 and 4).

Most Year 12 students will take ten units,
including scored VET courses.
Where illness and other factors affect performance,
students may seek consideration for disadvantage
through the appropriate channels.

General Achievement Test
Mid year, all students undertaking a Units 3 and 4 study are required to complete an externally set
and marked test of generalised achievements. Schools’ assessments will continue to be monitored
using the General Achievement Test (GAT). For purposes of statistical moderation the GAT will only
be used in studies where it will improve the reliability of the process and for students that require a
derived exam score.
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Unit 3 & 4 VCE 2021

Assessment
School Assessed Coursework (SACs)
Each sequence of Units 3 and 4 include a set of school assessed coursework which is used to assess
a student’s level of performance on key knowledge of the outcomes. School Assessed Coursework is
set by the school and the curriculum is set by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority.
The requirements for school assessed coursework are set out in the VCE study designs published
and distributed by VCAA. The study designs set out the details of the tasks to be completed.
Assessment of students’ levels of achievement on school assessed coursework will be on the basis of
teacher ratings. Each study design specifies the marks to be allocated to each piece of coursework.
The assessments are recorded as scores corresponding to the outcomes as specified in the study
design. Students will receive a coursework grade for Semester 1 (where applicable), a coursework
grade for Semester 2 and a exam score at the end of the year.

In many studies the assessment will be 50% School Assessed Ccoursework (SAC) tasks and 50%
examination/s. Science subjects are usually 40% school assessed tasks and 60% examinations.
VCAA will combine the marks for school assessed coursework and examination marks to produce a
Study Score (Relative Position) for each study on a scale of 0-50. In each study, students are ranked
according to their scores and then these ranks are converted to a study score from 0-50 with a mean
of 30. A study score of 30 is an average performance and 40 and above an exceptional performance
(Top 9%). It is the Study Score (Relative Position) which is used by VTAC to calculate a student’s
ATAR. The ATAR is used by University and TAFE Colleges to allocate places to applicants for further
study. If you lie in the middle band of applicants for a course, other factors may also be considered
for final selection such as the types of subjects undertaken, experience in the area and relevant
extracurricular activities. A separate statement of results will be provided by VCAA for Units 3 and 4
of each VCE study attempted. It will describe the units and give the result (‘S’ - satisfactory or ‘N’ unsatisfactory) for each unit.

School-assessed Task Scores (Studio Art & Visual Communication Design ONLY)
All students must have a score entered by the due date. If a student’s score is not available, the
school must enter all other task scores for that unit and send the 2020 Critical Dates Extension of
Time to Enter Enrolments or Results form available from the downloads section of VASS to Students
Records and Results, endorsed by the Principal, informing the VCAA of the student’s details, the
reason why this score is unavailable and advise when the score will be forwarded to the VCAA on a
School Score Amendment Sheet.

Unit 3 & 4 VCE 2021
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Satisfactory Completion of a Unit
You will receive ‘S’ (‘Satisfactorily Completed’) or ‘N’ (for ‘Not Satisfactorily Completed’) for each unit
depending on whether or not you achieve each of the outcomes in each study. This applies to Units
1, 2, 3 and 4. When you have satisfactorily completed at least sixteen units, that is, achieved an ‘S’
for at least sixteen units, including 3 units of English and 3 sequences of Units 3 and 4, as outlined
previously, you will be awarded your VCE.

ATAR (Australian Tertiary Entrance Rank)
The following is a guide to terms and procedures associated with Tertiary Entrance.
How is the ATAR developed?
Each student undertaking a VCE study will receive from VCAA a VCE study score (relative position)
out of 50 for that study. An applicant’s ATAR is the percentile ranking of that applicant. It gives the
comparative placement of that applicant on the basis of their VCE studies (including at least one VCE
study taken in that year). Put simply, a ATAR of 75.00 would mean that an overall result is equal to or
better than at least 75.00% of the age group of VCE students for that year.
The ATAR is based on an aggregate obtained by adding:
•

The student’s scaled study score in English (or Literature),

•

The student’s best three other scaled study scores,

•

10% of the student’s next two best study scores,

•
Some other subjects such as VET courses or LOTE (Language Other Than English) attracts
additional percentage bonus.
Candidates will not be able to calculate the ATAR by simply using their grades.
Studies used in the creation of the ATAR may be drawn from any year without penalty. Time taken to
complete VCE studies may be taken into account by institutions in considering applicants in the
‘middle band’.
An ‘approved’ university (enhancement study) can be counted in lieu of a sixth VCE study. A ‘VET in
Schools’ program (VCE/TAFE) can be counted as a second to sixth study depending on the score.

11
VCE Offerings 2021

Biology
Business Management
Chemistry
Drama
English
Extended Investigation
Geography
Health & Human Development
History
Legal Studies
Literature
Mathematics
 General Mathematics 1 & 2
 Further Mathematics 3 & 4
 Mathematical Methods 1- 4
 Specialist Mathematics 1- 4
Outdoor & Environmental Studies
Physical Education
Physics
Psychology
Sociology
Studio Arts
Visual Communication
VET Scored Subjects * Community Services
* Screen Media

Distance Education via Virtual Schools Victoria
Languages via via Virtual Schools Victoria
While the school is prepared to offer each of the
studies listed above, whether or not they are taught
will depend on the demand for them. Every effort will
be made to accommodate the particular grouping of
studies that a student wants. However, it may be that
not all combinations are possible. Decisions in both
these areas can only be made once students have
made their preliminary indications.
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VCAL Offerings 2021

The Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) is a hands-on option for students in Year 11 &
12. VCAL has been particularly effective in offering a range of pathways that are currently not being
catered for within VCE.
The VCAL program is aimed not only to provide students with an alternative to VCE studies, but also
offers them a hands on, practical and relevant work and life experiences.
If students and parents are considering VCAL as their preferred option in 2020, planning can begin
with the Year Level Co-ordinator and the Careers Teacher. Possible work placements for 2020 &
2021 need to be explored and the Learning Program for each prospective VCAL student carefully
designed.

VCAL Levels
Intermediate – knowledge and employability
skills development leads to independent
learning, confidence and a high level of
transferable skills
Senior – knowledge and employability skills
development leads to a high level of
interpersonal skills, independent action and
achievement of tasks that require decisionmaking and leadership.

VCAL Strands
A VCAL program must contain curriculum that
can be justified against purpose statements of
VCAL strand.

Pathways
On completion of the VCAL students will be
able to make informed choices about
employment and education pathways.
Meaningful pathways are created by linking
student aspirations and future employment
goals to the choice of accredited curriculum, as
well as connecting VCAL learning programs to
work and industry experiences and active
participation in the community.
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VCAL Offerings 2021

VCAL Personal Development Skills
Strand

Industry Specific Skills Strand & Work
Related Skills Strand

Purpose statement

Purpose statement

The purpose of the Personal Development
Skills Strand is to develop knowledge, skills
and attributes that lead towards:

The purpose of the Work Related Skills Strand
is to develop employability skills, knowledge
and attributes valued within community and
work environments as a preparation for
employment.

Aims
The Personal Development Skills units are
designed to develop:











Aims
The Work Related Skills units are designed to:

self awareness
improved health and wellbeing
commitment to, and achievement of,
personal goals
social and community awareness
civic and civil responsibility.
valuing and engaging the contribution
of young people
building competence and resilience in
individuals including minimizing risk
factors and enhancing the promotion of
protective behaviors for young people
civic and civil participation and the
promotion of active citizenship
partnership approaches to program
planning and delivery that link young
people with the broader community and
its members.









integrate learning about work skills with
prior knowledge and experiences
enhance the development of
employability skills through work-related
contexts
develop critical thinking skills that apply
to problem solving in work contexts
develop planning and work-related
organizational skills
develop OHS awareness
develop and apply transferable skills for
work-related contexts.
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VCAL Offerings 2021

VCAL Literacy & Numeracy
Curriculum selected for inclusion in the
Literacy and Numeracy Skills strand must be
consistent with the purpose statements of this
strand. Through aligning curriculum with the
purpose statements of the curriculum strand,
the learning program will provide literacy and
numeracy skills development and experiences
that are important for the vocational,
employability and personal development
outcomes of VCAL students.

Study in this strand is designed to:





Where literacy units are identified in VET
certificates as suitable for literacy skills
development, they will need to be consistent
with the Literacy Skills purpose statement.
Literacy units from one or more accredited
certificates may be combined to provide the
literacy component of the learning program.

Numeracy Skills purpose statement

Aims



Literacy includes reading, writing and oral
communication skills.

Develop knowledge, skills and
understanding relevant to reading,
writing and oral communication in the
social contexts of family, employment,
further learning and community
Develop knowledge, skills and
understanding relevant to the practical
application of numeracy in the contexts
of home, work and the community
Provide pathways to further study and
work.

Literacy Skills purpose statement
The purpose of literacy curriculum selected for
this strand is to enable the development of
skills, knowledge and attitudes in literacy that
allow progression in the main social contexts of
family, employment, further learning and
citizenship.
Literacy skills corresponding with these social
contexts include literacy for self expression,
practical purposes, and knowledge and public
debate.

Numeracy is the ability to use mathematical
skills in order to carry out purposes and
functions within society related tovdesigning,
measuring, constructing, using graphical
information, money, time and travel, and the
underpinning skills and knowledge for further
study in mathematics or related fields.
Curriculum selected for numeracy in this strand
should develop skills to facilitate the practical
application of mathematics at home, work and
in the community.

VCAL Offerings 2021

Strand

Units

Work related Skills

Work Related Skills Intermediate Unit 1
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Work Related Skills Intermediate Unit 2
Work Related Skills Senior Unit 1
Work Related Skills Senior Unit 2
Personal Development Skills

Personal Development Skills Intermediate Unit 1
Personal Development Skills Intermediate Unit 2
Personal Development Skills Senior Unit 1
Personal Development Skills Senior Unit 2

Literacy Skill

Literacy Skill Intermediate Unit 1
Literacy Skill Intermediate Unit 2
Literacy Skill Senior Unit 1
Literacy Skill Senior Unit 2

Numeracy Skills

Numeracy Skills Intermediate
Numeracy Skills Senior
Advanced Numeracy Skills Senior

Industry Specific Skills

VET Certificates 90hrs level II/III

There are fourteen Vocational Education and Training (VET) programs in the VCE which increase
each year from which students may choose. VET in the VCE programs are now an integral part of the
VCE. They can contribute up to thirteen of the sixteen units required for satisfactory completion of the
certificate and contribute to a student’s Australian Tertiary Entrance Rank (ATER). VET studies can
also provide the required credit within the VCAL program.

VET Offerings 2021
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The inclusion of these VET studies within the VCE provides students with a greater range of
pathways, which are designed to enable them to complete a basic TAFE qualification for entry into an
increasingly competitive workforce while maintaining the option for them of undertaking university
studies.
In completing a VCE or VCAL that includes VET studies, young people may combine an interest in
one or more of the fourteen vocational areas with more conventional VCE and VCAL studies. In this
way, students may qualify for both the VCE and VCAL and a nationally recognised VET certificate. A
major feature of VET in the VCE programs is the provision of on-the-job training through work
placement. This training is important in developing the skills and competencies of young people to
industry standards.
The VET options available to students in the VCE and VCAL have been designed to provide a broadbased education, which links training to the work place and provides multiple pathways, to university,
further training or employment.

Why Choose VCE / VET Subject In Your VCE Course?
As preparation for employment:
• Helps students develop work-ready skills as
well as introducing them to potential employers
or referees.
• Completion of an industry specific certificate
is a clear indication of interest in that
occupation.

As preparation for further TAFE study:
• Students gain exemption from TAFE
modules already completed as part of the VCE
/ VET subject leading to lower fees and early
graduation.
• Demonstrates interest in the particular
industry eg. Hospitality, which could assist in
gaining a place in a course.
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VET Offerings 2021

More details on all of these programs are
available. See Gordon MacDonald, Pathways
Manager for flyers about each VET course.
These VET courses will be conducted at
Goulburn Ovens TAFE in Seymour, Seymour
College TTC, Assumption College, Wallan
Secondary and Whittlesea Secondary College
TTC and Box Hill TAFE.
Please note that these VET subjects listed
above will only run in 2021 if sufficient
numbers of students from the
Seymour/Goulburn cluster of schools (Yea
High School, Seymour College, Broadford
Secondary College, Assumption College,
Alexandra Secondary College and Euroa
Secondary College) wish to enrol and
undertake particular VET subjects.

How Will I Complete My
VET Subjects?
Students planning a VCE pathway begin a
VET subject in Year 10 with the majority of
courses run within the Wednesday timetable
(some second year courses may run on
alternate days). Some may also require
students to attend workshops ran on the
school holidays or weekends throughout the
year. Whilst industry specific work experience
is encouraged, it is mandatory for Allied Health
and Animal Studies.
VET subjects are usually completed after two
years, although a student may choose to
discontinue their participation in the subject
after one year only (Withdrawing from a
Certificate III after one year will result in a

partial completion of the certificate). If
completing the second year of their VET
subject in Year 11, students will miss some
classes on a Wednesday but it is expected that
each student is responsible for keeping up in
every subject.

Travel
In 2021, students attending VET classes at
Seymour GOTAFE and Seymour College on
Wednesday are able to travel by the school
bus which leaves Yea at 7.30 am to travel to
Seymour, returning at Yea at 4.30pm. Students
can also access the VLine bus that runs daily
from Yea to Seymour (9am, returning at 4
30pm). There is a small cost for this service.
Students are encouraged to use the earlier bus
to ensure that they arrive to classes on time.
Students attending Whittlesea SC from the
Flowerdale and Kinglake areas may access
school buses that service those areas if space
is available.
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VET Offerings 2021

As preparation for further University study:
• The VCE / VET subject contribute to the
ATAR as one of the Primary Four (VET
subjects with scored assessment) or as an
incremental 5th or 6th subject (Block credit of
10% of the average of the Primary Four scaled
scores)

• May provide exemptions from some subjects
in a University course.
• Gives students work skills for part time work.
• Provides an excellent understanding of being
an employee.
• Demonstrates interest in the particular
industry eg. Multimedia, which could assist in
gaining a place in a course

In 2020 students have the opportunity to select from a range of studies offered within the Lower Hume
VET cluster
•

Certificate II in Automotive Technology (Whittlesea SC and Seymour College)

•

Certificate II in Building and Construction (Whittlesea SC and Seymour College/GOTAFE)

•

Certificate II in Engineering Technology (Whittlesea SC and Seymour College)

•

Certificate III in Music Tech Production & Performance (Wallan SC)

•

Certificate III Acting, Screen and Television (Over two years, Assumption College)

•

Certificate II in Hairdressing (GOTAFE Seymour)

•

Certificate III in Allied Health and Health Services (Over two years, GOTAFE Seymour)

•

Certificate II in Hospitality Kitchen Operations (GOTAFE Seymour)

•

Certificate III in Sport and Recreation (Over two years, Seymour College, GOTAFE Seymour)

•

Certificate I and II in Animal Studies (Duel Cert. Online, GOTAFE)

•

Certificate II in Conservation and Land Management and Certificate II in Horticulture (Duel
Cert. Online, GOTAFE)

•

Certificate III in Events (Over two years, GOTAFE, Seymour)

•

Certificate III in Community Services - YHS

•

Certificate III in Creative Industries - YHS

•

Certificate II in Equine Studies

VET Offerings 2021

Cost
Indicative costs for materials will vary from course to
course but students can expect to pay from $175-$1000
Further details relating to the provision of VET courses
and costs will be available from Gordon MacDonald
once confirmed by providers.
Students who wish to enrol in a VET subject for 2021
are required to pay the subject fee before the end of
Term 4 2021.
Once a student begins their VET subject in 2021, they
may attend one Wednesday on a trial basis. If the
student does not wish to continue he/she may withdraw.
If the student wishes to continue the VET subject and
attends the second Wednesday of classes, then it will
be assumed that the student will continue for the rest of
the year and will be invoiced each for the VET materials
costs. If a student discontinues after attending three or
more VET classes, they will still be invoiced for the
whole year’s VET materials costs. If a student has not
paid their first year materials fees, then they will not be
able to continue or enrol into the second year of their
VET course. In some cases, students are required to
purchase a kit and once opened, cannot be returned.
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Apprenticeships

Apprenticeship
Students at Yea High School can also undertake an
Australian School Based Apprenticeship (SBAT). We
have had students who are employed as SBAT’s while
still enrolled in Year 10, VCE and VCAL. If a student
has an employer who is willing to sign them on as an
Australian School Based Apprentice then the
Pathways Manager can facilitate the arrangements. In
many cases, these SBAT’s become full-time
apprenticeships when the student chooses to leave
school.

What is an Australian School Based Apprenticeship?
Australian School Based Apprenticeships provide a nationally recognised qualification, which you can
achieve while you are still at school completing your education.
School Based Apprenticeships are available in almost every industry imaginable!
School Based Apprenticeships are a legitimate part of both the VCE and VCAL. Students who
undertake a School Based Apprenticeship gain credit for Year 11 and often Year 12 subjects on their
VCE/VCAL statement of attainment.
Australian School Based Apprenticeships can be completed over two years and are made up of 200
days structured training and paid work. Working hours can be undertaken during the week (usually
on Wednesdays) or in some cases after school, at weekends and during holidays. The student would
typically complete one day at the workplace (usually Wednesday) and attend TAFE another day per
week (the TAFE training may be in ‘block’ release e.g. one week per term or the training may be
completed at the workplace)
Training for School Based Apprenticeships is provided by a Registered Training Organisation. Every
Australian School Based Apprentice completes a recognised training package either in the workplace
or at the Registered Training Organisation depending on the industry undertaken. Instead of learning
in a classroom situation, apprentices learn in a ‘hands on’, practical environment ‘on the job’ and are
able to ‘earn while they learn’, in the workplace.
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Please note that fees are payable to the Registered Training Organisation providing the training for
the School Based Apprenticeship (in some instances this may be paid by the employer) Students with
health care concession cards will be eligible for concession fees and students experiencing financial
hardship may also apply directly to the TAFE for a reduction in their fees.
Who benefits?
Students who have a clear desire to work in a particular industry can gain credit towards their
apprenticeships or pre-training for tertiary education whilst remaining at school. By the time the
VCE/VCAL is complete, students will also have a qualification, which makes them a prize recruit for
employers.
Students who prefer a practical type of education will benefit from the active ‘hands on’ learning an
Australian School Based Apprenticeship provides.
Australian School Based Apprenticeships are an ideal way to get used to the workforce gradually and
to ‘get a foot through the door’ with prospective full time employers.

VCE Units
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Over the next pages you will find details on all the VCE Units on offer at Yea High School 2021. We
encourage you to familiarise yourself with all the units the assessment requirements along with also
checking which ones are prerequisites for future studies.

Biology

ASSESSMENT
Satisfactory Completion
Demonstrated achievement of the set outcomes
specified for the unit.

LEVELS OF ACHIEVEMENT
UNITS 1 AND 2
The school determines levels of achievement
UNIT 3 (100 marks, 16% of total mark):
Outcome 1: A report related to at least two
practical activities from a logbook of practical
activities. (Max 1000 words, 50 mins) [50 marks]
Outcome 2: At least one task from the Unit 1 and
2 list above.[50 marks]
UNIT 4 (90 marks, 24% of total mark):
Outcome 1: A report using primary or secondary
data. (Max 1000 words, 50 mins) [30 marks]Unit
Outcome 2: A response to an issue OR A report
of a laboratory investigation. (Max 1000 words,
50 mins) [30 marks]
Outcome 3: Design and undertake a practical
investigation related to cellular processes and/or
biological change and continuity over time, and
present methodologies, findings and conclusions
in a scientific poster according to the VCAA
template (not exceeding 1000 words). [30 marks]
UNIT 3 AND 4
End of year exam (2.5 hours, 60% of total mark)

OVERVIEW
UNIT 1: HOW DO LIVING THINGS STAY
ALIVE?
•
Cell structure and function
•
Movement of substances through the cell
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membrane
•
Energy transformations (Cellular
respiration and photosynthesis)
•
Systems (circulatory, digestive, excretory
or respiratory) in mammals, and the
equivalent in a plant
•
Plant and animal adaptations
•
Classification
•
Relationships within ecosystems
UNIT 2: HOW IS CONTINUITY OF LIFE
MAINTAINED
•
The cell cycle
•
Reproduction
•
Embryonic and foetal development
•
Genetics
UNIT 3: HOW DO CELLS MAINTAIN LIFE?
•
Movement of substances through the cell
membrane
•
DNA and proteins
•
Gene structure and regulation
•
Energy transformations (Cellular
respiration and photosynthesis)
•
Enzyme action
•
Cell signalling (e.g. hormones)
•
Immunology
UNIT 4: HOW DOES LIFE CHANGE AND
RESPOND TO CHALLENGES OVER TIME?
•
Evolution
•
Theories of evolution
•
Evidence of evolution
•
Human evolution
•
Selective breeding
•
DNA technologies
•
DNA profiling
•
Genetically modified organisms
•
Rational drug design
•
Strategies for dealing with epidemics and
pandemics
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Business
Management

ASSESSMENT
Satisfactory Completion

contemporary case studies drawn from the past
four years. Students learn to propose and
evaluate alternative strategies to contemporary
challenges in establishing and maintaining a
business.

Demonstrated achievement of the set of
outcomes specified for the unit.

The study is made up of four units:

LEVELS OF ACHIEVEMENT

Unit 1 – Planning a business: In this unit
students explore the factors affecting business
ideas and the internal and external environments
within which businesses operate, and the effect
of these on planning a business.

Units 1 and 2
The school determines levels of achievement.
Units 3 and 4
School assessed coursework, and an end-ofyear examination.
•
Unit 3 school-assessed coursework:
25%
•
Unit 4 school-assessed coursework:
25%
•
End of year examination:
50%
OVERVIEW
VCE Business Management examines the ways
businesses manage resources to achieve
objectives. The VCE Business Management
study design follows the process from the first
idea for a business concept, to planning and
establishing a business, through to the day-today management of a business. It also considers
changes that need to be made to ensure
continued success of a business. Students
develop an understanding of the complexity of
the challenges facing decision makers in
managing these resources. A range of
management theories is considered and
compared with management in practice through

Unit 2 – Establishing a business: In this unit
students examine the legal requirements that
must be satisfied to establish a business. They
investigate the essential features of effective
marketing and consider the best way to meet the
needs of the business in terms of staffing and
financial record keeping.
Unit 3 - Managing a business: Students examine
the different types of businesses and their
respective objectives. Students develop an
understanding of the complexity and challenge of
managing businesses and through the use of
contemporary business case studies from the
past four years have the opportunity to compare
theoretical perspectives with current practice.
Unit 4 - Transforming a business: In this unit
students consider the importance of reviewing
key performance indicators to determine current
performance and the strategic management
necessary to position a business for the future.
They investigate the importance of leadership in
change management. Using a contemporary
business case study from the past four years,
students evaluate business practice against
theory.
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Chemistry

ASSESSMENT
Satisfactory Completion
Demonstrated achievement of the set outcomes
specified for the unit.

LEVELS OF ACHIEVEMENT
UNITS 1 AND 2
The school determines levels of achievement
UNIT 3 (100 marks, 16% of total mark):
Outcome 1:
Analysis and evaluation of stimulus material.
OR
A report on a laboratory investigation.
OR
A comparison of two electricity-generating cells.
OR
A reflective learning journal/blog related to
selected activities or in response to an issue.
(approximately 50 minutes or not exceeding
1000 words) [50 marks]
Outcome 2:
At least one task selected from the tasks
specified in Unit 1 and 2. [50 marks]
Outcome 3:
Design and undertake a practical investigation
related to energy and/or food, and present
methodologies, findings and conclusions in a
scientific poster. [30 marks]
UNIT 3 AND 4 end of year exam (2.5 hours,
60% of total mark)
OVERVIEW
UNIT 1: HOW CAN THE DIVERSITY OF
MATERIALS BE EXPLAINED?
Topics covered:
•
Elements and the periodic table
•
Metals and their properties
•
Ionic compounds
•
Quantifying atoms and compounds
•
Materials from molecules

•

Carbon lattices and carbon
nanomaterials
•
Organic compounds (hydrocarbons,
include.crude oil)
•
Polymers
UNIT 2: WHAT MAKES WATER SUCH A
UNIQUE CHEMICAL?
Topics covered:
•
Properties of water
•
Water as a solvent
•
Acid-base reactions in water
•
Redox reactions in water
•
Water sample analysis
•
Measurement of solubility and
concentration
•
Analysis for salts in water
•
Analysis for organic compounds in water
•
Analysis for acids and bases in water
UNIT 3: HOW CAN CHEMICAL PROCESSES
BE DESIGNED TO OPTIMISE EFFICIENCY?
Topics covered:
•
Obtaining energy for fuels
•
Fuel choices
•
Galvanic cells as a source of energy
•
Fuel cells as a source of energy
•
Rate of chemical reactions
•
Extent of chemical reactions
•
Production of chemicals by electrolysis
•
Rechargeable batteries
UNIT 4: HOW ARE ORGANIC COMPOUNDS
CATEGORISED, ANALYSED AND USED?
Topics covered:
•
Structure and nomenclature of organic
compounds
•
Categories, properties and reactions of
organic compounds
•
Analysis of organic compounds
•
Key food molecules
•
Metabolism of food in the human body
•
Energy content of food

Community
Services - VET
This qualification reflects the role of entry level
community services workers who support
individuals through the provision of personcentred services. Work may include day-to-day
support of individuals in community settings or
support the implementation of specific
community-based programs. This course offers
students the opportunity to learn about the
community services sector and explore specific
contexts of work. Skills will be developed in
communication, working with diversity,
workplace health and safety, administration
support, and responding to clients. This course
also offers students the opportunity to support
the implementation of an approved learning
framework and support children's wellbeing,
learning and development.
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ASSESSMENT
Satisfactory Completion
Demonstrated achievement of the set of
outcomes specified for the unit.
LEVELS OF ACHIEVEMENT
Units 1 and 2
Assessment may be a combination of written
and online assignments, tests, examinations and
practical application projects.
Units 3 and 4
Percentage contributions to the study score in
Community services are as follows:
 School-assessed coursework: 66 percent
 End-of-year examination: 34 percent
OVERVIEW

Upon completion of this successful two-year
course, students will satisfy the requirements of
VCAA as well as obtain a Nationally Recognised
Qualification; (pending completion of 80 hours
work placement) Certificate III in Community
Services (CHC32015).

Creative Industries
- VET

ASSESSMENT
Satisfactory Completion
Demonstrated achievement of the set outcomes
specified for the unit.
LEVELS OF ACHIEVEMENT
Units 1 and 2
Assessment may be a combination of written
and online assignments, tests, examinations and
practical application projects.
Units 3 and 4
Percentage contributions to the study score in
Creative Industries:
•

School-assessed coursework: 66%

•

End-of-year examination: 34%

OVERVIEW
This qualification reflects the role of a skilled
operator in digital video, radio and online content
creation, or a skilled assistant in the film and
television production services who applies a
broad range of competencies in a varied work
context, using some discretion and judgement
and relevant theoretical knowledge. It also
provides students with a pathway to a variety of
creative industries. Core units of competency
include developing and applying creative arts
industry knowledge, working with others and
work health and safety practices. To complete
the certificate, a broad range of electives are
available in broadcasting, lighting, animation and
digital effects, web design, basic vision and
sound editing, props and set construction.
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Upon completion of this successful two-year
course, students will satisfy the requirements of
VCAA as well as obtain a Nationally Recognised
Qualification; (pending completion of 80 hours
work placement) Certificate III in Screen and
Media (CUA31015)

Drama

ASSESSMENT
Satisfactory Completion
Demonstrated achievement of the set of
outcomes specified for the unit.

LEVELS OF ACHIEVEMENT
Units 1 and 2
School determined level of achievement.
Units 3 and 4
School assessed coursework, a mid-year
examination and an end-of-year examination
Units 3 and 4 School-assessed Coursework:
40%
• Performance examination: 35%
• End-of-year examination: 25%.

OVERVIEW
Drama focuses on the creation and performance
of characters and stories that communicate
ideas, meaning and messages. Students use
creative processes, a range of stimulus material
and play-making techniques to develop and
present devised work. Students learn about and
draw on a range of performance styles relevant
to practices of ritual and story-telling,
contemporary drama practice and the work of
significant drama practitioners.
The study is made up of four units:
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Unit 1 - In this unit students study three or more
performance styles from a range of social,
historical and cultural contexts. They examine
drama traditions of ritual and storytelling to
devise performances that go beyond re-creation
and/or representation of real life as it is lived.
Unit 2 - In this unit students study aspects of
Australian identity evident in contemporary
drama practice. This may also involve exploring
the work of selected drama practitioners and
associated performance styles. This unit focuses
on the use and documentation of the processes
involved in constructing a devised solo or
ensemble performance.
Unit 3 - In this unit students explore the work of
drama practitioners and draw on contemporary
practice as they devise ensemble performance
work. Students explore performance styles and
associated conventions from a diverse range of
contemporary and/or traditional contexts. They
work collaboratively to devise, develop and
present an ensemble performance. Students
create work that reflects a specific performance
style or one that draws on multiple performance
styles and is therefore eclectic in nature.
Unit 4 - This unit focuses on the development
and the presentation of devised solo
performances. Students explore contemporary
practice and works that are eclectic in nature;
that is, they draw on a range of performance
styles and associated conventions from a
diverse range of contemporary and traditional
contexts. Students develop skills in extracting
dramatic potential from stimulus material and
use play-making techniques to develop and
present a short solo performance.
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English

equip students for participation in a global
community.

ASSESSMENT
Satisfactory Completion

The study is made up of four units:

Demonstrated achievement of the set of
outcomes specified for the unit.

LEVELS OF ACHIEVEMENT
Units 1 and 2
The school determines levels of achievement.
Units 3 and 4
School assessed coursework, and an end-ofyear examination.
•

Unit 3 school-assessed coursework:
25 %

•

Unit 4 school-assessed coursework:
25 %

•

End of year examination:
50 %

OVERVIEW
The study of English contributes to the
development of literate individuals capable of
critical and creative thinking, aesthetic
appreciation and creativity. This study also
develops students’ ability to create and analyse
texts, moving from interpretation to reflection and
critical analysis.

Student studying English become confident,
articulate and critically aware communicators
and further develop a sense of themselves, their
world and their place within it. English helps

Unit 1 - In this unit, students read and respond
to texts analytically and creatively. They analyse
arguments and the use of persuasive language
in texts and create their own texts intended to
position audiences.
Unit 2 - In this unit students compare the
presentation of ideas, issues and themes in
texts. They analyse arguments presented and
the use of persuasive language in texts and
create their own texts intended to position
audiences.
Unit 3 - In this unit students read and respond to
texts analytically and creatively. They analyse
arguments and the use of persuasive language
in texts.
Unit 4 - In this unit students compare the
presentation of ideas, issues and themes in
texts. They create an oral presentation intended
to position audiences about an issue currently
debated in the media.

Extended
Investigations
ASSESSMENT
Satisfactory Completion
Demonstrated achievement of the set of
outcomes specified for the unit.

LEVELS OF ACHIEVEMENT
School assessed coursework, a mid-year
examination and an end-of-year examination.
•

Unit 3 school-assessed Coursework: 30%

•

Unit 3 Critical Thinking Test: 10%

•

Unit 4 Externally-assessed Task: 60%.

OVERVIEW
Extended Investigation enables students to
develop, refine and extend knowledge and skills
in independent research and carry out an
investigation that focuses on a rigorous research
question. The investigation may be an extension
of an area of curriculum already undertaken by
the student or it may be completely independent
of any other study in the student’s VCE program.
The study is made up of four units:
Unit 3 - In this unit students develop skills in
question construction and design, explore the
nature and purpose of research and various
research methodologies, critically review
research literature and identify a specific
research question. Students undertake initial
research and document their progress in their
Extended Investigation Journal. They use their
Journal to record the progressive refinement of a
selected area of interest and the distillation of an
individual research question.
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Unit 4 - This unit is comprised of two parts that
together constitute the student’s completion of
their investigation. The results of the
investigation are presented in a final written
report and in an oral presentation incorporating a
defence to an educated non-specialist audience.
The study of English contributes to the
development of literate individuals capable of
critical and creative thinking, aesthetic
appreciation and creativity. This study also
develops students’ ability to create and analyse
texts, moving from interpretation to reflection and
critical analysis.

Environmental
Studies
ASSESSMENT
Satisfactory Completion
Demonstrated achievement of the set of
outcomes specified for the unit.

LEVELS OF ACHIEVEMENT
Units 1 and 2
The school determines levels of achievement.
Units 3 and 4
School assessed coursework and an end-of-year
examination.
• Unit 3 School-assessed Coursework: 50%
• Units 3 and 4 School-assessed Task: 30%
• End-of-year examination: 20%

OVERVIEW
Students explore the challenges that past and
current human interactions with the environment
presents for the future by considering how
Earth’s atmosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere and
lithosphere function as interrelated systems. In
undertaking this study, students examine how
environmental actions affect, and are affected
by, ethical, social and political frameworks.
The study is made up of four units:
Unit 1: How are Earth’s systems connected?
Students examine Earth as a set of four
interacting systems: the atmosphere, biosphere,
hydrosphere and lithosphere. They investigate
the physical environment and its components,
the function of local ecosystems and the
interactions that occur in and between ecological
components over different timescales.
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Unit 2: How can pollution be managed?
Students explore the concept of pollution and
associated impacts on Earth’s four systems
through global, national and local perspectives.
They distinguish between wastes, contaminants
and pollutants and examine the characteristics,
measurement and management of pollution.
They analyse the effects of pollutants on the
health of humans and the environment over time.
Unit 3: How can biodiversity and development
be sustained?
Students focus on environmental management
through the examination and application of
sustainability principles. They explore the value
and management of the biosphere by examining
the concept of biodiversity and the services
provided to all living things. They analyse the
processes that threaten biodiversity and apply
scientific principles in evaluating biodiversity
management strategies for a selected
threatened endemic species.
Unit 4: How can the impacts of human energy
use be reduced?
Students analyse the social and environmental
impacts of energy production and use on society
and the environment. They explore the
complexities of interacting systems of water, air,
land and living organisms, and consider longterm consequences of energy production and
use. Students examine concepts and principles
associated with energy, compare efficiencies of
the use of renewable and non-renewable energy
resources. They distinguish between natural and
enhanced greenhouse effects and discuss their
impacts on living things and the environment,
including climate change.
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General & Further
Mathematics
•

ASSESSMENT
Satisfactory Completion
Demonstrated achievement of the set of
outcomes specified for the unit.
LEVELS OF ACHIEVEMENT
Units 1 and 2
The school determines levels of achievement.
Units 3 and 4
School assessed coursework and an end-of-year
examination.
•
Unit 3 School-assessed Coursework:
20%
•
Units 4 School-assessed Coursework:
14%
•
End-of-year external examination:
60 %
OVERVIEW
Mathematics is the study of function and pattern
in number, space and structure and of
randomness, variability and uncertainty in data
and events. It is a framework for thinking and a
means of symbolic communication that is
powerful, logical, concise and precise. Students
will apply techniques to solve problems in both
practical and theoretical situations.
The study is made up of four units. Unit 1 and 2
are General Mathematics and Unit 3 and 4 are
Further Mathematics:
General Mathematics
Unit 1 and Unit 2 Students will:
•
Apply techniques involving the use of
linear relations and equations and
simultaneous linear equations in the
solution problems in a variety of contexts.
•
Use technology and by-hand techniques
in the areas of practical arithmetic and
financial arithmetic.

Study matrices graphs and networks to
model practical situations and solve
related problems.
•
Cover measurement and trigonometry in
two- and three-dimensional situations
involving length, area, volume and the
applications of linear scale factors to
measurement.
Further Mathematics
Unit 3 Students will:
•
Investigate data distributions, including
mean, median, mode and standard
deviation. They will develop techniques
required to take a ‘fair’ population
sample.
•
Investigate relationships between two
variables using techniques including stem
plots, box plots, linear correlation and
Pearson’s correlation coefficient.
•
Apply linear modelling techniques to
produce relationships between variables
and linearising non-linear relationships.
•
Create models to describe time series
and carry out, and interpret seasonal
variation in data.
•
Use first order recurrence relations to
solve a variety of problems including,
depreciation of assets, calculation of
perpetuities and annuities, compound
interest investments and reducing
balance loans.
Unit 4 Geometry and Measurement
Students will use measurement, trigonometry
and geometry to formulate and solve problems
involving angle, length, area and volume in two
and three dimensions with respect to objects, the
plane and the surface of the earth. Matrices
Students will cover definitions of matrices,
different types of matrices, matrix operations and
the use of first order linear matrix recurrence
relations to model a range of situations and solve
related problems.

Geography

ASSESSMENT
Satisfactory Completion
Demonstrated achievement of the set of
outcomes specified for the unit.

LEVELS OF ACHIEVEMENT
Units 1 and 2
The school determines levels of achievement.
Units 3 and 4
School assessed coursework and an end-of-year
examination.
•
•
•

Unit 3 school-assessed coursework:
25 %
Unit 4 school-assessed coursework:
25 %
End of year examination:
50 %

OVERVIEW
VCE Geography enables students to examine
natural and human phenomena, how and why
they change, their interconnections and the
patterns they form across the Earth’s surface. In
doing so, they develop a better understanding of
their own place and its spaces and those in other
parts of the world. These spatial perspectives,
when integrated with historical, economic,
ecological and cultural perspectives, deepen
understanding of places, environments and
human interactions with these. Interpretative and
analytical skills enable students to interpret
information presented in a variety of formats
including maps, graphs, diagrams and images.
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Unit 1: Hazards and disasters. In this unit
students undertake an overview of hazards
before investigating two contrasting types of
hazards and the responses to them by people.
This unit investigates how people have
responded to specific types of hazards, including
attempts to reduce vulnerability to, and the
impact of, hazard events.
Unit 2: Tourism. In this unit students investigate
the characteristics of tourism, with particular
emphasis on where it has developed, its various
forms, how it has changed and continues to
change and its impacts on people, places and
environments. Students undertake fieldwork in
this unit and report on fieldwork using the
structure provided.
Unit 3: Changing the land. This unit focuses on
two investigations of geographical change:
change to land cover and change to land use.
Students investigate three major processes that
are changing land cover in many regions of the
world. Students investigate the distribution and
causes of these three processes.. Students
undertake fieldwork and produce a fieldwork
report using the structure provided
Unit 4: Human population – trends and issues In
this unit students investigate the geography of
human populations. They explore the patterns of
population change, movement and distribution,
and how governments, organisations and
individuals have responded to those changes in
different parts of the world.
All units involve the performance of experiments.

Health & Human
Development
development as dynamic concepts, subject to a
complex interplay of biological, sociocultural and
environmental factors, many of which can be
modified by health care and other interventions.
Students develop a capacity to respond to health
information, advertising and other media
messages, enabling them to put strategies into
action to promote health and wellbeing in both
personal and community contexts.
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The study is made up of four units:

ASSESSMENT
Satisfactory Completion
Demonstrated achievement of the set outcomes
specified for the unit.

LEVELS OF ACHIEVEMENT
Units 1 and 2
The school determines levels of achievement.
Units 3 and 4
School assessed coursework, a mid-year
examination and an end-of-year examination.
•
•
•

Unit 3 school-assessed coursework:
25 percent
Unit 4 school-assessed coursework:
25 percent
Unit 4 examination:
50 percent

OVERVIEW
Health and Human Development takes a broad
and multidimensional approach to defining and
understanding health and wellbeing. Students
examine health and wellbeing, and human

Unit 1 This unit looks at health and wellbeing as
a concept with varied and evolving perspectives
and definitions. It takes the view that health and
wellbeing are subject to a wide range of contexts
and interpretations, with different meanings for
different people.
Unit 2 This unit investigates transitions in health
and wellbeing, and development, from lifespan
and societal perspectives. Students look at
changes and expectations that are part of the
progression from youth to adulthood.
Unit 3 This unit looks at health, wellbeing and
illness as multidimensional, dynamic and subject
to different interpretations and contexts.
Students begin to explore health and wellbeing
as a global concept and to take a broader
approach to inquiry.
Unit 4 This unit examines health and wellbeing,
and human development in a global context.
Students use data to investigate health status
and burden of disease in different countries,
exploring factors that contribute to health
inequalities between and within countries,
including the physical, social and economic
conditions in which people live.
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History Revolutions

ASSESSMENT
Satisfactory Completion
Demonstrated achievement of the set outcomes
specified for the unit.

LEVELS OF ACHIEVEMENT

change: the world is not as it has always been,
and it will be subject to change in the future.
The study is made up of four units:
Unit 1: 20th Century History 1918-1939. In Unit
1 students explore the nature of political, social
and cultural change in the period between the
world wars.

Units 1 and 2
The school determines levels of achievement.

Units 3 and 4
School assessed coursework, a mid-year
examination and an end-of-year examination.
•

Unit 3 school-assessed coursework:
25 percent

•

Unit 4 school-assessed coursework:
25 percent

•

Unit 4 examination:
50 percent

OVERVIEW
History involves inquiry into human action in the
past, to make meaning of the past using primary
sources as evidence. As historians ask new
questions, revise interpretations or discover new
sources, fresh understandings come to light. The
study of VCE History assists students to
understand themselves, others and their world,
and broadens their perspective by examining
people, groups, events, ideas and movements.
Through studying VCE History, students develop
social, political, economic and cultural
understanding. They also explore continuity and

Unit 2: 20th Century History 1945-2000. In Unit
2 students explore the nature and impact of the
Cold War and challenges and changes to
existing political, economic and social
arrangements in the second half of the twentieth
century.

Units 3 and 4: Revolutions. In Units 3 and 4
Revolutions students investigate the significant
historical causes and consequences of political
revolution. In developing a course, teachers
select two revolutions to be studied. In 2020
students are studying the American and Russian
revolutions.
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Information Digital Media
Technology – VET

ASSESSMENT

Upon completion of this successful two-year
course, students will satisfy the requirements of

Satisfactory Completion
Demonstrated achievement of the set outcomes
specified for the unit.

VCAA as well as obtain a Nationally Recognised
qualification; a full Certificate III

LEVELS OF ACHIEVEMENT

in Information, Digital Media and Technology
(ICT30115).

UNITS 1 AND 2
Assessment may be a combination of written
and online assignments, tests, examinations and
practical application projects.
UNIT 3 AND 4
Percentage contributions to the study score in
VCE Product Design and Technology are as
follows:
•
School-assessed Coursework: 66 per
cent
•
End-of-year examination: 34 per cent

This course is an examinable subject with
students completing a VCAA exam at the end of
the units 3&4 sequence.

LEARNING AREAS COVERED
• producing digital images
• social media
• operating software packages

OVERVIEW

• building websites

This certificate allows students to explore a
variety of areas in ICT. This program can be
specialised or broad depending upon the needs
of the students. This course will provide you with
the skills and knowledge to be confident in the
use of introductory multimedia and web
applications.

• the I.T industry

You will learn basic web page design, digital
imaging, video, 2D/3D animation and IT support.
You will train with applications that include
Adobe Dreamweaver, Flash, Illustrator,
Photoshop, Premier and Autodesk Maya, which
will enable you to graduate with a basic portfolio
of web design and multimedia work.

• environmental sustainability
• providing ICT assistance
• equipment maintenance
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Legal Studies

ASSESSMENT
Satisfactory Completion
Demonstrated achievement of the set outcomes
specified for the unit.

LEVELS OF ACHIEVEMENT
Units 1 and 2
The school determines the level of achievement
Units 3 and 4
School assessed coursework and an end of year
examination
Unit 3 School-assessed coursework: 25%
Unit 4 School-assessed coursework: 25%
End of year examination 50%

OVERVIEW
VCE Legal Studies examines the institutions and
principles which are essential to Australia’s legal
system. Students develop an understanding of
the rule of law, law-makers, key legal institutions,
rights protection in Australia, and the justice
system.
Through applying knowledge of legal concepts
and principles to a range of actual and/or
hypothetical scenarios, students develop their
ability to use legal reasoning to argue a case for
or against a party in a civil or criminal matter.
They consider and evaluate recent and
recommended reforms to the criminal and civil
justice systems, and engage in an analysis of the

extent to which our legal institutions are effective
and our justice system achieves the principles of
justice.
The study is made up of four units:
Unit 1: In this unit students develop an
understanding of legal foundations, such as the
different types and sources of law and the
existence of a court hierarchy in Victoria.
Students investigate key concepts of criminal law
and civil law and apply these to actual and/or
hypothetical scenarios to determine whether an
accused may be found guilty of a crime, or liable
in a civil dispute.
Unit 2: This unit focuses on the enforcement of
criminal law and civil law, the methods and
institutions that may be used to determine a
criminal case or resolve a civil dispute, and the
purposes and types of sanctions and remedies
and their effectiveness.
Unit 3: In this unit students examine the
methods and institutions in the justice system
and consider their appropriateness in
determining criminal cases and resolving civil
disputes.
Unit 4: In this unit, students explore how the
Australian Constitution establishes the lawmaking powers of the Commonwealth and state
parliaments, and protects the Australian people
through structures that act as a check on
parliament in law-making.
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Literature

ASSESSMENT

The study is made up of four units:

Satisfactory Completion

Unit 1 - In this unit students focus on the ways in
which the interaction between text and reader
creates meaning. Students respond critically,
creatively and reflectively to the ideas and
concerns of texts and gain insights into how texts
function as representations of human
experience. They develop an awareness of how
the views and values that readers hold may
influence the reading of a text.

Demonstrated achievement of the set of
outcomes specified for the unit.

LEVELS OF ACHIEVEMENT
Units 1 and 2
The school determines levels of achievement.
Units 3 and 4
School assessed coursework and an end-of-year
examination.
•

Unit 3 school-assessed coursework:
25 %

•

Unit 4 school-assessed coursework:
25 %

•

End of year examination:
50 %

OVERVIEW
VCE Literature focuses on the meaning derived
from texts, the relationship between texts, the
contexts in which texts are produced and read,
and the experiences the reader brings to the
texts. It provides opportunities for students to
develop their awareness of other people, places
and cultures and explore the way texts represent
the complexity of human experience. Students
develop an understanding and appreciation of
literature, and an ability to reflect critically on the
aesthetic and intellectual aspects of texts.

Unit 2 - In this unit students explore the ways
literary texts connect with each other and with
the world. They deepen their examination of the
ways their own culture and the cultures
represented in texts can influence their
interpretations and shape different meanings.
Students analyse the similarities and differences
across texts and establish connections between
them.
Unit 3 - In this unit students consider how the
form of a text affects meaning, and how writers
construct their texts. They investigate ways
writers adapt and transform texts and how
meaning is affected as texts are adapted and
transformed. They consider how the
perspectives of those adapting texts may inform
or influence the adaptations.
Unit 4 - In this unit students develop critical and
analytic responses to texts. They consider the
context of their responses to texts as well as the
ideas explored in the texts, the style of the
language and points of view. They investigate
literary criticism informing both the reading and
writing of texts.

Mathematical
Methods
ASSESSMENT
Satisfactory Completion
Demonstrated achievement of the set of
outcomes specified for the unit.

LEVELS OF ACHIEVEMENT
Units 1 and 2
The school determines levels of achievement.
Units 3 and 4
School assessed coursework, and an end-ofyear examination.
•
Unit 3 School Assessed Coursework:
17%
•
Unit 4 School Assessed Coursework:
17%
•
Units 3 and 4 Examination 1: 22%
•
Units 3 and 4 Examination 2: 44%

OVERVIEW
Mathematical Methods is the study of elementary
functions, algebra, calculus, probability and
statistics, and their application in a variety of
practical and theoretical contexts. Students are
expected to be able to apply techniques, routines
and processes involving rational and real
arithmetic, sets, lists and tables, diagrams and
geometric constructions, algebraic manipulation,
equations, graphs and differentiation with and
without the use of technology
Unit 1 & Unit 2 students will:

Cover the graphical representation of
simple algebraic functions of a single real
variable and the key features of functions
and their graphs such as axis intercepts,
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co-domain and range, stationary points,
asymptotic behaviour and symmetry

Use of symbolic notation to develop
algebraic expressions and represent
functions, relations, equations and
systems of simultaneous equations

Explore constant and average rates of
change and an introduction to
instantaneous rate of change of a
function in familiar contexts, including
graphical and numerical approaches to
estimating and approximating these rates
of change

Gain an understanding of first principles
approach to differentiation, differentiation
and anti-differentiation of polynomial
functions and power functions by rule,
and related applications including the
analysis of graphs
Unit 3 students will:Study the areas of
‘Functions and graphs’ and ‘Algebra’, and
applications of derivatives and differentiation,
and identifying and analysing key features of the
functions and their graphs from the ‘Calculus’
area of study
Unit 4 students will:Discover the areas of
remaining content from the areas of study:
‘Functions and graphs’, ‘Calculus’ and ‘Algebra’,
and the study of random variables and discrete
and continuous probability distributions and the
distribution of sample proportions. For Unit 4, the
content from the ‘Calculus’ area of study would
be likely to include the treatment of antidifferentiation, integration, the relation between
integration and the area of regions specified by
lines or curves described by the rules of
functions, and simple applications of this content.

Outdoor &
Environmental Studies

ASSESSMENT
Satisfactory Completion
Demonstrated achievement of the set of
outcomes specified for the unit.

LEVELS OF ACHIEVEMENT
Units 1 and 2
The school determines levels of achievement.
Units 3 and 4
School assessed coursework, and an end-ofyear examination.
•
Unit 3 school-assessed coursework:
25%
•
Unit 4 school-assessed coursework:
25%
•
End of year examination:
50%

OVERVIEW
VCE Outdoor Environmental Studies is made up
of 4 units. Unit 1 and 2 develop the experiences
that students need for high level reflection in
Year 12. Units 3 and 4 focus on human
relationships to the environment and the impact
of humans on the environment.
Unit 1: Exploring Outdoor Experiences: This unit
focuses on what motivates people to participate
in outdoor experiences and takes students
through a range of experiences. The
environments that will be visited include
lake/river and alpine. Students will experience a
3 day water ski camp and a 4 day bushwalk.
They will plan and prepare for these experiences
with an emphasis on the use of new
technologies. Students will explore the need to
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plan for risk management in outdoor experiences
and the role of safety in planning these
experiences. Experiences in Semester One:
water ski camp to Cohuna $100; Bushwalk on
the Bogong High Plains $120
Unit 2: Discovering Outdoor Environments: This
unit focuses on investigating environments from
different perspectives and the impact of humans
on environments. Students will visit coastal,
forest and alpine environments. They will gain
knowledge on the characteristics of different
environments and how to reduce their personal
impact on these environments. They will develop
skills that reflect this low impact use of
environment and develop an understanding of
the impact on environments of commercial and
recreational activities. Experiences in Semester
Two and the expected cost: Downhill ski camp
$850, Surfing at Torquay $90
Unit 3: Relationships with outdoor environments:
The focus of this unit is the ecological, historical
and social contexts of relationships between
humans and outdoor environments in Australia.
Case studies of a range of impacts on outdoor
environments are examined in the context of the
changing nature of human relationships with
outdoor environments in Australia.
Unit 4: Transforming a business: In this unit
students explore the sustainable use and
management of outdoor environments. They
examine the contemporary state of environments
in Australia, consider the importance of healthy
outdoor environments, and examine the issues
relating to the capacity of outdoor environments
to support the future needs of the Australian
population.

Physical Education

ASSESSMENT
Satisfactory Completion
Demonstrated achievement of the set of
outcomes specified for the unit.

LEVELS OF ACHIEVEMENT
Units 1 and 2
The school determines levels of achievement.
Units 3 and 4
School-assessed coursework and examination
•
Unit 3 coursework:
25%
•
Unit 4 coursework:
25%
•
End of year examination:
50%

OVERVIEW
VCE Physical Education looks at ‘The human
body in motion (Unit 1)’, ‘Physical activity, sport
and society (Unit 2)’, ‘Movement skills and
energy for physical activity (Unit 3)’ and ‘Training
to improve performance (Unit 4)’.
The study is made up of four units:
Unit 1: In this unit, students explore how the
musculoskeletal and cardiorespiratory systems
work together to produce movement. Through
practical activities, students explore the
relationships between these body systems and
physical activity, sport and exercise. Students
investigate the role and function of the main
structures in each system, as well as how they
respond to physical activity, sport and exercise.
Unit 2: This unit develops students’
understanding of physical activity, sport and
society. Students explore a range of factors that
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influence and facilitate participation in regular
physical activity. They collect data to determine
perceived enablers of and barriers to physical
activity and the ways in which opportunities for
participation in physical activity can be extended
in various communities, social, cultural and
environmental contexts. Students create and
participate in an activity plan that meets the
physical activity and sedentary behaviour
guidelines and analyse their own data in relation
to these guidelines
Unit 3: Unit 3 introduces students to
biomechanical and skill acquisition principles
used to analyse human movement skills and
energy production from a physiological
perspective. Students use a variety of tools and
techniques to analyse movement skills and apply
biomechanical and skill acquisition principles to
improve and refine movement in physical
activity, sport and exercise. Students investigate
the relative contribution and interplay of the three
energy systems to performance in physical
activity, sport and exercise. In particular, they
investigate the characteristics of each system
and the interplay of the systems during physical
activity.
Unit 4: In this unit, students analyse movement
skills from a physiological, psychological and
sociocultural perspective, and apply relevant
training principles and methods to improve
performance within physical activity at an
individual, club and elite level. Students analyse
skill frequencies, movement patterns, heart rates
and work to rest ratios to determine the
requirements of an activity.
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Physics

ASSESSMENT
Satisfactory Completion
Demonstrated achievement of the set of
outcomes specified for the unit.

LEVELS OF ACHIEVEMENT
Units 1 and 2
The school determines levels of achievement.
Units 3 and 4
Unit 3: (90 marks, 21% of total mark)
Unit 4: (95 marks, 19% of final mark)
Units 3 and 4
End of year exam (2.5 hours, 60% of total mark.

OVERVIEW
UNIT 1: WHAT IDEAS EXPLAIN THE
PHYSICAL WORLD?
Topics covered:
•
Thermodynamics and climate science
•
Electricity
•
Atoms
UNIT 2: WHAT DO EXPERIMENTS REVEAL
ABOUT THE PHYSICAL WORLD?
Topics covered:
•
Motion
•
One of these 12 options:
•
What are stars?
•
Is there life beyond Earth’s Solar
System?
•
How do forces act on the human body?
•
How can AC electricity charge a DC
device?
•
How do heavy things fly?
•
How do fusion and fission compare as
viable nuclear energy power sources?

•

How is radiation used to maintain human
health? • How do particle accelerators
work?
•
How can human vision be enhanced?
•
How do instruments make music?
•
How can performance in ball sports be
improved?
•
How does the human body use
electricity?
UNIT 3: HOW DO FIELDS EXPLAIN MOTION
AND ELECTRICITY?
Topics covered:
•
Fields and interactions
•
Effects of fields
•
Application of field concepts
•
Generation of electricity
•
Transmission of electricity
•
Newton’s laws of motion
•
Einstein’s theory of special relativity
•
Relationships between force, energy and
mass
UNIT 4: HOW CAN TWO CONTRADICTORY
MODELS EXPLAIN BOTH LIGHT AND
MATTER?
•
Properties of mechanical waves
•
Light as a wave
•
Behaviour of light
•
Matter as particles or waves
•
Similarities between light and matter
•
Production of light from matter

Psychology

ASSESSMENT
Satisfactory Completion
Demonstrated achievement of the set of
outcomes specified for the unit.

LEVELS OF ACHIEVEMENT
Units 1 and 2
The school determines levels of achievement.
Units 3 and 4
School-assessed coursework and examination
Unit 3 school-assessed coursework
16 percent
Unit 4 school-assessed coursework
24 percent
End-of-year examination
60 percent

OVERVIEW
VCE Psychology enables students to explore
how people think, feel and behave through the
use of a biopsychosocial approach. Students
explore the connection between the brain and
behaviour by focusing on several key interrelated
aspects of the discipline: the interplay between
genetics and environment, individual differences
and group dynamics, sensory perception and
awareness, memory and learning, and mental
health.
Unit 1: How are behaviour and mental
processes shaped?
In this unit students investigate the structure and
functioning of the human brain and the role it
plays in the overall functioning of the human
nervous system. Students explore brain plasticity
and the influence that brain damage may have
on a person’s psychological functioning. They

43

consider the complex nature of psychological
development, including situations where
psychological development may not occur as
expected.
Unit 2: How do external factors influence
behaviour and metal processes?
A person’s thoughts, feelings and behaviours are
influenced by a variety of biological,
psychological and social factors. In this unit
students investigate how perception of stimuli
enables a person to interact with the world
around them and how their perception of stimuli
can be distorted. They evaluate the role social
cognition plays in a person’s attitudes,
perception of themselves and relationships with
others.
Unit 3: How does experience affect behaviour
and mental processes?
In this unit students examine the functioning of
the nervous system to explain how the human
nervous system enables a person to interact with
the world around them. They explore how stress
may affect a person’s psychological functioning
and consider the causes and management of
stress. Students will also investigate how
mechanisms of memory and learning lead to the
acquisition of knowledge, the development of
new capacities and changed behaviours.
Unit 4: How is wellbeing developed and
maintained?
In this unit students examine the nature of
consciousness and how changes in levels of
consciousness can affect mental processes and
behaviour. They consider the role of sleep and
the impact that sleep disturbances may have on
a person’s functioning. Students explore the
concept of a mental health continuum and apply
a biopsychosocial approach, as a scientific
model, to analyse mental health and disorder.
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Sociology

ASSESSMENT
Satisfactory Completion
Demonstrated achievement of the set outcomes
specified for the unit.

LEVELS OF ACHIEVEMENT
UNITS 1 AND 2
The school determines levels of achievement
UNIT 3 AND 4
School assessed coursework and an end of year
examination
Unit 3 School-assessed coursework: 25%
Unit 4 School-assessed coursework: 25%
End of year examination 50%

OVERVIEW
Sociology focuses on the study of human
behaviour and social interaction to understand
how societies are organised, develop and
change. There is no single sociological
perspective, rather, there are several theories
that offer different ways of understanding human
society. Sociologists use these theories and
frameworks in a complementary way to attempt
to objectively examine social issues and explain
concepts. In VCE Sociology students examine
key theories regarding family, deviance,
ethnicity, community and social movements.
Understanding society from a sociological
perspective involves the use of what the
sociologist Charles Wright Mills (1959) described
as a sociological imagination, that is, a
constantly critiquing mindset. In VCE Sociology
students learn about and apply the sociological
imagination by questioning their assumptions

and reflecting on their understandings and ideas
about social relations.
The study is made up of four units:
Unit 1: This unit uses sociological methodology
to explore the social category of youth and the
social institution of family. Sociologists draw on
methods of science to understand how and why
people behave the way they do when they
interact in a group.
Unit 2: In this unit students explore the concepts
of deviance and crime. The study of these
concepts from a sociological perspective
involves ascertaining the types and degree of
rule breaking behaviour, examining traditional
views of criminality and deviance and analysing
why people commit crimes or engage in deviant
behaviour.
Unit 3: This unit explores expressions of culture
and ethnicity within Australian society in two
different contexts – Australian Indigenous
culture, and ethnicity in relation to migrant
groups.
Unit 4: In this unit students explore the ways
sociologists have thought about the idea of
community and how the various types of
community are experienced. They examine the
relationship between social movements and
social change.

Specialist
Mathematics
ASSESSMENT
Satisfactory Completion
Demonstrated achievement of the set of
outcomes specified for the unit.

LEVELS OF ACHIEVEMENT
Units 1 and 2
The school determines levels of achievement.
Units 3 and 4
School assessed coursework and an end of year
examination
Unit 3 School Assessed Coursework: 17%
Unit 4 School Assessed Coursework: 17%
Units 3 and 4 Examination 1: 22%
Units 3 and 4 Examination 2: 44%

OVERVIEW
Units 1 and 2 provide a course of study for
students who wish to undertake an in-depth
study of mathematics, with an emphasis on
concepts, skills and processes related to
mathematical structure, modelling, problem
solving and reasoning. This study has a focus on
interest in the discipline of mathematics in its
own right and investigation of a broad range of
applications, as well as development of a sound
background for further studies in mathematics
and mathematics related fields. Specialist
Mathematics Units 3 and 4 consist of the areas
of study: ‘Functions and graphs’, ‘Algebra’,
‘Calculus’, ‘Vectors’, ‘Mechanics’ and ‘Probability
and statistics’. Students will highlight their
knowledge of mathematical structure, reasoning
and applications across a range of modelling
contexts for each unit.
Unit 1 and Unit 2 students will: Be able to apply
techniques, routines and processes involving
rational, real and complex arithmetic, sets, lists
and tables, diagrams and geometric
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constructions, algebraic manipulation, equations
and graphs with and without the use of
technology. They should have facility with
relevant mental and by-hand approaches to
estimation and computation. The use of
numerical, graphical, geometric, symbolic and
statistical functionality of technology for teaching
and learning mathematics, for working
mathematically, and in related assessment, is to
be incorporated throughout each unit as
applicable.
Unit 3 students will: • Define and explain key
concepts as specified in the content from the
areas of study, and apply a range of related
mathematical routines and procedures
•
Apply mathematical processes, with an
emphasis on general cases, in non-routine
contexts, and analyse and discuss these
applications of mathematics.
•
Select and appropriately use numerical,
graphical, symbolic and statistical functionalities
of technology to develop mathematical ideas,
produce results and carry out analysis in
situations requiring problem-solving, modelling or
investigative techniques or approaches
Unit 4 students will:• Define and explain key
concepts as specified in the content from the
areas of study, and apply a range of related
mathematical routines and procedures
•
Apply mathematical processes, with an
emphasis on general cases, in non-routine
contexts, and analyse and discuss these
applications of mathematics
•
Select and appropriately use numerical,
graphical, symbolic and statistical functionalities
of technology to develop mathematical ideas,
produce results and carry out analysis in
situations requiring problem-solving, modelling or
investigative techniques or approaches
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Studio Art

ASSESSMENT
Satisfactory Completion
Demonstrated achievement of the set of
outcomes specified for the unit.

LEVELS OF ACHIEVEMENT
Units 1 and 2
The school determines levels of achievement.
Units 3 and 4
School assessed coursework and an end-of-year
examination.
•
Unit 3 School-assessed Coursework:
10%
•
Units 3 and 4 School-assessed Task:
60%
•
End-of-year examination: 30 %

OVERVIEW
Studio Art, encompasses the role and practices
of artists in society. Understanding of the way
artists work, in a range of cultures and periods of
time, the artists’ perceptions, beliefs and actions
and their relationship with the viewer are
investigated.
Research papers focus on the critical, reflective
and creative thinking, the visual analysis of
artworks and investigation of how many artists
have sources of inspiration and influences in
their personal art making.
The role of artists in society covers relationships
with others in the art industry and the
presentation and exhibition of artworks in art
galleries and exhibition spaces. Overall, the art

industry is researched including the presentation,
conservation and marketing of artworks.
The study is made up of four units:
Unit 1 Students explore sources of inspiration,
research artistic influences, and develop
individual ideas and experiment with a range of
materials and techniques related to specific art
forms. Using documented evidence in a visual
diary, students progressively refine and resolve
their skills to communicate their ideas.
Unit 2: Through comparing Art movements and
styles, students begin to understand the use of
other artists’ work in the making of new artworks.
Students also develop skills in how to analyse
artworks. Artworks made by artists from different
times and cultures are analysed to understand
developments in many studio practices.
Unit 3: Individual studio processes leading to the
production of a range of potential directions are
explored. Students develop and use a written
exploration proposal to define an area of creative
exploration they wish to develop. They plan and
apply a studio process to explore and develop
their own individual ideas.
Unit 4: To support the creation of artworks,
students present visual and written evaluation
that explains why they selected a range of
potential directions from Unit 3 to produce at
least two finished artworks in Unit 4. The
development of these artworks should reflect
skillful application of materials and techniques,
and the resolution of ideas and aesthetic
qualities discussed in the exploration proposal in
Unit 3.

47

Visual
Communication
ASSESSMENT

The study is made up of four units:

Satisfactory Completion

Unit 1 Focuses on using visual language to
communicate messages, ideas and concepts.
Both design thinking skills as well as drawing
skills are used. Students practise their ability to
draw what they observe to explore their own
ideas and concepts by experimentation and
exploration of design elements and design
principles.

Demonstrated achievement of the set of
outcomes specified for the unit.

LEVELS OF ACHIEVEMENT
School assessed coursework and an end-of-year
examination.
• Unit 3 School-assessed Coursework: 25%
• Units 3 and 4 School-assessed Task: 40%
• End-of-year examination: 35 %
OVERVIEW

Unit 2 Uses presentation drawing methods that
incorporate the use of technical drawing
conventions to communicate information and
ideas associated with the environmental or
industrial fields of design. Students investigate
how typography and imagery are used in these
fields as well as the communication field of
design.

Visual Communication, examines the way visual
language can be used to convey messages,
ideas and information in the fields of
communication, environmental and industrial
design. Effective design relies on drawing as the
primary component of visual language to support
the conception and visualisation of ideas with
emphasises on the importance of developing a
variety of drawing skills.

Unit 3 Using research and analysis of the
process of designers to support the development
of their own designs; students establish a brief
for a client and apply design thinking to that
design process. They identify and describe a
client, two distinctly different needs of that client,
and the purpose, target audience, context and
constraints relevant to each need.

The design process considers social, cultural,
environmental and economic factors.
Communication of ideas through manipulation
and organisation of design elements, design
principles, selected media, materials and
methods of production are explored. Throughout
the study students explore manual and digital
methods to develop and refine presentations.

Unit 4 Having completed their brief and
generated two ideas in Unit 3, students continue
the design process by developing and refining
concepts for each communication need stated in
the brief. This involves applying the design
process twice to meet each of the stated
communication needs. They utilise a range of
digital and manual two- and three-dimensional
methods, media and materials to produce final
pieces.

Here to help…

James Walsh
VCE Coordinator
james.walsh@education.vic.gov.au

Amanda Hard
VCAL Coordinator
amanda.hard@education.vic.gov.au

Gordon MacDonald
Career Pathways Coodinator
macdonald.gordonstewart@education.vic.gov.au

http://www.yeahs.vic.edu.au
Racecourse Rd, YEA VIC 3717
Email: yeahs@edumail.vic.gov.au
Phone: (03) 5797 2207
Fax: (03) 5797 2931
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