
 

WELCOME TO THE  NEW SCHOOL YEAR 

Welcome to school for 2022. The commencement of the school year has been reasonably 
smooth – given the issues surrounding the reporting and communications around COVID.  
The return to school was supported by Ann Drysdale, Rod Clue, Gary Male, Trevor Young 
and our Leadership Team. We thank them for their hard work to ensure the facilities and 
administration were geared for a successful start to the school year.   You will have re-
ceived, and will continue to receive, notifications about reported cases of COVID at the 
school and on our bussing network. I thank all members of our community for their dili-

gence in testing and reporting. Rapid Antigen Tests have been made available to families and staff in sup-
port of this process. Air purifiers have been installed in all classrooms and where possible students have 
been encouraged to use our outdoor spaces for private study. The school is also working to replace our cur-
rent fleet of ‘box’ air conditioners with more modern split systems. 
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YEAR 7 CAMP 

The Year 7’s embarked on a camp at AUSCAMPS 
Lake Nillahcootie facility this week. This camp is an 
important introduction to high school life as it helps 
them become acquainted with teachers and peers, 
away from the classroom setting. I was able to visit the 
camp and was very pleased to see all students enjoy-
ing what was a very engaging program. 

SCHOOL CAPTAINS 

Introducing our 2022 School Captains, Emma  Oliver 
and Oscar Fitzsimons.  Emma hopes that all students 
at Yea High School have a schooling experience as 
brilliant and well-rounded as her own. In her nomina-
tion speech she promised to guarantee to show a 
sense of pride and respect for the school. Oscar says 
he has loved every second of his schooling and has 
developed a great sense of respect and pride for Yea 
High School and all those within. Before being elected 
Oscar said he felt it would be an honour to be able to 
use his knowledge and experience to work alongside 
both staff and students to represent their best interests 
and help with any issues.  We are looking forward to 
seeing what these two young leaders will achieve next 
year. 

2021 SCHOOL DUX 

Year 12 student Layla Calder was the 
Dux at the Yea campus for 2021. We 
congratulate her on her academic 
achievement. 

Congratulations also to our graduating 
Year 12 students. Based on their hard 
work during 2021, a significant num-

ber of students took up first round offers at Universities 
and Colleges. The offers included Law/Global Studies 
(Deakin University), Fine Arts (Melbourne University), 
Biomedical Science (Deakin) and Agriculture 
(Melbourne University). All students who had a VTAC 
application received an offer. This is a fantastic result. 

We wish them all the best with your future! 

STAFFING 2022 

We welcome Daniel Burns, Tanya Robinson, Bonnie 
Zolnierczyk and Terrance Withana to our teaching 
staff.  

SCHOOL COUNCIL 

School Council (the continuation of 2021 Council) will 
meet on Tuesday 22nd February at 5.30 pm. Infor-
mation regarding vacancies and processes to form   
the new 2022 School Council will be available soon 
after that meeting. 

MOBILE PHONE POLICY 

In accordance with the Department’s mobile phone 
policy issued by the Minister for Education, personal 
mobile phones must not be used at Yea High School 
during school hours, including lunchtime and recess. 
Mobile phones owned by students at Yea High School 



 

MOBILE PHONE POLICY CONT/D  

are considered valuable items and are brought to 
school at the owner’s (student’s or parent/carer’s) 
risk.  Students are encouraged not to bring a mo-
bile phone to school unless there is a compelling 
reason to do so. 

Where students bring a mobile phone to school, 
Yea High School will provide secure storage. Se-
cure storage is storage that cannot be readily ac-
cessed by those without permission to do so. This 
storage exists in our Canteen facility.  

I ask that families and carers support us in enforc-
ing this mandated policy. The use of mobile 
phones has been demonstrated to have adverse 
impacts on student learning. The introduction of 
the policy has improved student activity levels at 
lunchtime and recess and has led to fewer in-
stances of phone related bullying. 

PERSONAL ELECTRONIC DEVICES  

Students and families are reminded of the 
school’s Personal Electronic Device protocol 
which was agreed to after extensive consultation 
over recent years. Please make yourself familiar 
with its contents – the intent of the protocol is to 
ensure a safe, disruption free learning environ-
ment in classrooms.     

STUDENT SAFETY  

Your attention is drawn to the following items re-
lating to student safety:  

We draw to your attention the current uniform re-
quirements and thank our students and their fami-
lies for their compliance– the uniform require-
ments, including appropriate footwear. 

Families are also advised that with the com-
mencement of school term the 40kmph speed limit 
will apply in school zones at the set times. Please 
be aware that the police will be enforcing this re-
quirement.   

We ask that all parents and visitors to the school 
report in at the school office and produce evi-
dence of vaccination status 

Parents driving their students to school are re-
minded that students should be dropped off and 
picked up at either the area adjacent to the main 
gates on Racecourse Road or the Lawrence Road 
public car park. Parents are ad-vised that, in the 
interests of student safety, the main driveway and 
the bus circle must be kept clear during pick up 
and drop off times. 

A reminder that on Code Red Days bus travel is 
suspended but the school will remain open. 

 

SUNSMART  

Hot, sunny weather means that students need to 
be SunSmart in the yard. The school’s policy en-
courages students to wear an appropriate hat and 
wear sunscreen. Students who do not have the 
appropriate hat during break times will be directed 
to shaded areas. Hats are available for purchase 
at the general office. We would ask families to 
support the school’s policy on this issue.  

School hats can be purchased from the office dur-
ing business hours for $12. 

SEVERE ALLERGY AND ASTHMA MANAGE-
MENT PLANS 

The school needs to have its records as up- to-
date as possible. We remind families that the 
school should be notified of asthma and severe 
allergy management plans and emergency con-
tact details for 2022. Any of these issues should 
also be discussed with the student advisors or 
year level coordinators. Please notify the school’s 
general office if any of your family details have 
changed. Severe allergy, anaphylaxis and asthma 
management plans should be presented to the 
school on appropriate forms provided by a doctor 
and updated yearly. 

MEDICATION  

Please make contact with the general office if you 
child currently needs medication to be adminis-
tered during school hours. A special medication 
form will need to be completed. Please note that 
staff are not authorised to dispense medication to 
students during school hours without written per-
mission. This includes such medications as Pa-
nadol.  

PERSONAL GOODS BROUGHT TO SCHOOL 
AT OWNER'S RISK  

Personal property is often brought to school by 
students, staff and visitors. This can include mo-
bile phones, electronic games, calculators, toys, 
sporting equipment and cars parked on school 
premises.  

The Department does not hold insurance for per-
sonal property brought to schools and it has no 
capacity to pay for any loss or damage to such 
property. Staff and students are advised against 
bringing any unnecessary or particularly valuable 
items to school.  

 



 

 

 

During the summer break some of our student work was submitted in the 
Yea Rotary Art Show held at the Town Hall over the January long week-
end. Notable was the work of Art-Maree Ryan who won the Junior Sec-
tion. Her piece called ‘Suspicion’ was completed in her classes with Mr 
Wischer. The work was created using the mediums of pencil, and water-
colour wash. The judge (Lynda Robinson) noted: “Excellent drawing skills 
– lovely loose use of the medium and limited colour palette. Love the dev-
ils horns on those angelic looking heads. Beautifully presented”. 

Great to see such talent and skill level. Well done Art-Maree. 

 

. 

 

SCHOOL BUS  

A reminder: The school bus service is not provid-
ed as transport to get to after-school jobs, social 
or sports training etc.  

Any student who needs to make a request for 
causal travel on a particular day or to change bus-
es on a particular day must provide a note signed 
by a parent/guardian on the morning prior to the 
day of such a request.  Buses will not run on Code 
Red fire danger rating days. 

Also it is a requirement of PTV that when travel-
ling on public transport you must wear a fitted face 
mask covering your nose and mouth and ensure 
you wear it for your entire journey. This applies to 
anyone eight years old and over.  

CHILD SAFE 

All children and young people have the right to 
protection in their best interests. Yea High School 

understands the important role our school plays in 
protecting children from abuse including:  

• Physical abuse 

• Sexual abuse (including sexual exploitation) 

• Family violence 

• Emotional abuse 

• Neglect (including medical neglect) 

• Grooming 

The staff at Yea High School are required by law 
to comply with various child safety reporting obli-
gations. For detailed information about each obli-
gation, please refer to Identifying and Responding 
to All Forms of Abuse in Victorian Schools.  Yea 
High School we also recognise the diversity of the 
children and young people at our school and take 
account of their individual needs and backgrounds 
when considering child safety. 



 

It is so great to see everyone back at school for 2022, face-to-face… well 

mask-to-mask at least! Welcome to all of our new students, and their fami-

lies. If you haven’t done so already please come to the Library and intro-

duce yourself, and I can give you a run-down of the services we offer. 

I hope your break was great! I notice there were a few students loaning 

eBooks and audiobooks over the holidays - fantastic! Our digital collection 

is available to access for free, 24/7. It’s a wonderful alternative when you 

can’t get to the library to borrow a physical book, or for those who are time-poor or perhaps struggle with 

reading (audiobooks really come into their own in these circumstances!) 

BOOK LAUNCH 

You may have seen my post on COMPASS, but if not we are excited to finally be able to release some 

new novels, with many more on the way. Please visit the library and browse the new releases on our dis-

play shelves. If you are looking for a particular book, or have a favourite author/series that you would like 

to see in the library, please don’t hesitate to let me know. 

YEAR 7 BBQ 

I will be available at the Year 7 welcome BBQ on Tuesday March 8th to chat about all the wonderful ser-

vices we offer at YHS Library. Please come and find me and keep an eye on the newsletter and COM-

PASS for more updates throughout the year. See the library information elsewhere in 

the newsletter for some of the online features you can access right now! 

QR CODES One of the great advantages of our library catalogue is that students can 

access it from home. Use the QR code above, click the link in COMPASS or visit 

https://au.accessit.online/YHG00 

Make sure you select ‘Login via SSO’ and use the same details you use for COM-

PASS.  

Happy reading!  Belinda 

Visit the Yea High School library now to 

check out this fantastic new book. If 

you can’t locate it please ask the 

friendly library staff for assistance. 

Likewise, if there is a particular book 

that you are interested in and you 

don’t know if the library has it, just ask! 

We are always on the lookout for great 

new titles/topics. 

Book Profile 

‘Underground’ by Mirranda Burton (Graphic Novel) 



 

 

Written by Ella Harris 

In week 2 the Yr7s arrived at their rural camp called Lake Nillacootie.  

The cabins were fun because there were lots of people in each one.  

The Y’r7s were in their advisory groups, Ms Daltons group was called 

‘Water Tribe’ and Miss Foster’s group was called the ‘Green ‘Unicorns’. 

They both participated in the rock climb wall an rope courses. All the 

kids enjoyed the campfire (and marshmallows) on the first night. 

The next day was a 7.30am start that was straight into activities includ-

ing mountain biking, flying fox (crowd favourite) and canoeing on the 

lake.  Some boys were lucky enough to borrow Mr D’Arcy fishing rods 

for their free time.  The nights activities were lots of fun with the two 

groups making an ad.  The ‘Water Tribe’ sold 

blackberry pdoucts and sung a song.  The 

‘Green ‘Unicorns’ sung a song as well but 

tried to sell one of their group members. 

 

On the last day the 2 teams did team chal-

lenges. 1st was a obstacle course, 2nd was 

volleyball and 3rd basketball.  Everyone had 

lunch before catching the bus back to Yea 

High School. 




