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AYCE

Help for non-English speakers

If you need help to understand the information in this
WSl nolicy, please contact Yea High School on (03) 5797 2207
or email yea.hs@education.vic.gov.au

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to specify the eligibility criteria for students seeking to participate in
Yea High School’s Complementary Educational Setting, Access Yea Community Education
(AYCE), offered at the following campus:

e Wantirna Campus (Chinese Association of Victoria Centre)

8 Ashley Street, Wantirna VIC 3152

VALUES

Our key values are Trust, Respect and Acceptance.

MISSION STATEMENT

AYCE provides a safe, inclusive, diverse, and stimulating learning environment to foster hope and
school re-engagement for all.

POLICY

ABOUT AYCE

AYCE’s Wantirna Yr.8-12 campus is a standalone, flexible learning campus (FLO) of Yea High
School that provides a flexible learning option to support students who are at high risk of
disengaging, or are already disengaged, from education. This learning option offers highly
individualised learning and has a strong focus on providing holistic support for a student’s
engagement and wellbeing.

FLO eligibility criteria for Flexible Learning Campus

Students at risk of disengagement from their education may be referred to a FLO only in the
instance where their needs are not able to be met in mainstream school, and where in-school
strategies and interventions (such as access to specialist services and classroom
differentiation) are unsuitable or have proven to be ineffective.
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Disengagement | Supporting Evidence From where
Indicator
Low or non- Tracking towards 30+ days of absence e Chronic absence dashboard (CAD)
attendance over the full school calendaryear (or YTD | e Stayingin Education tool
equivalent threshold). o Re-engagement contract
o Navigator referrals
School has exhausted a range of other e Student support Group (SSG) notes
engagement interventions e |ndividual Education Plan (IEP)
e Attendance plans, including any

reduced school hours arrangements

Low literacy
and/or
numeracy
outcomes

Needs Additional Support (NAS) for
reading and/or numeracy

Progressive Achievement Test (PAT)
Adaptive in Reading and Numeracy - for
students with no NAPLAN results

NAPLAN data

PAT or equivalent reading assessment
IEP

In-class differentiation strategies
School reports

Behaviours of
Concern

Behaviour -
Students Policy

Practitioner/Agency/department support
document/s — outlining how the student’s
behaviour, circumstances, diagnosis
and/or treatment prevents them from
attending a mainstream school at this
time.

School has implemented a range of
interventions to support the student.

Student Support agencies reports /
documents

Letter / documentation from
supporting professionals (medical,
mental health, allied health)
Details of IRIS alerts (e.g., How many,
broad issues of alert)

Behaviour Support Plan

Safety Plan

Functional Behaviour Assessment
Student Health Support Plan
Disability Inclusion Profile

A history of
school
exclusion

Record of the student’s behaviour/any
incident resulting in suspension or
expulsion that prevents them from
attending a mainstream school at this
time.

School has implemented a range of
interventions to support the student

SSG minutes

10-day Suspension Support Action
Plan (SSAP)

Suspension notices

Expulsion reports

School reports

Individual Education Plan (IEP)
Behaviour Support Plan

Safety Plan

Evidence supporting the above disengagement indicators must be presented to the FLO
Campus Principal prior to referral and will be loaded onto the FLO portal for review by the

Regional Office.

It is expected that a range of supports and strategies will have been implemented prior to a
referral. Evidence must be provided that a school has exhausted every avenue to support the
individual and that the student’s unable to engage in their education.
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Enrolments will only be considered where it can be demonstrated that:

o All possible assistance has been provided to assist the student remain in mainstream
school.

e Attempts have been made to involve other professionals from outside the school
community.

o All other appropriate mainstream educational options have been exhausted.

e Reintegration into mainstream school is no longer a feasible option due to long history of
disengagement or irretrievable breakdown of the student-school relationship.

e A mainstream school environment is seen to be inappropriate to meet the student’s
needs.

e Thereis a clearindication that the AYCE program will benefit the student.

The Department of Education Regional Office will review every enrolment to ensure that the
student’s educational needs are adequately assessed, and the referrer has taken all
reasonable steps to support the young person to engage in a mainstream school enrolment.
Students who meet the following criteria require Regional Director Approval for enrolment into
AYCE;

e Underthe age of 15 years old.

e In Out of Home Care (OoHC).

e l|dentifies as Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander.

e Eligible for funding under the program for Students with Disabilities.

For more information, see Flexible Learning Options (FLOs): Policy | education.vic.gov.au

We welcome eligible students from the time they are in year 8 up until the time they turn 18
(unless the Minister or delegate grants an exemption from the maximum school age
requirements — refer to School age requirements and exemptions).

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

AYCE eligibility criteria is outlined in the Department of Education and Training’s Flexible
Learning Options (FLOs) policy.

When our flexible learning option has insufficient places to meet demand, the AYCE campus
principal or delegate of Yea High School will consider referrals based on:

- an assessment of educational needs and risk
- Whether there or any other suitable educational options available to the student

Applications from students who do not meet the eligibility criteria will be considered on a case-
by-case basis by the region, in consultation with both the principal of Yea High School, AYCE
campus principal and the principal of the school the student is enrolled.


https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/flexible-learning-options/policy
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REFERRAL AND APPROVAL PROCESS

The referral and approval process for entry to our flexible learning program is outlined in the
student referrals to Flexible Learning Options guidance in the Department’s Flexible Learning
Options (FLOs) Policy.

All referrals must be made through the online referral approval system for local area approver
or regional director approval.

APPEAL PROCESS

Parents/carers are able to appeal against the decision not to provide entry, unless a decision
has already been made by the Regional Director. This can occur in relation to placements at any
age level and the following process applies:

1. Appeal to the school’s Principal Appeals must be made in writing and lodged with the
principal.

The school’s decision will be communicated to the parent/carer in writing. In assessing the
appeal, the school will check to ensure the entry decision is consistent with the eligibility
criteria set out in this policy and any other factors that may be relevant to the decision.

2. Appeal to the Regional Director

If the appeal at the school level is unsuccessful and parents/carers are not satisfied that their
appeal has been adequately considered, they are able to escalate this by lodging an appeal in
writing to: Regional Director North Eastern Victoria Region or contact
enquiries@education.vic.gov.au

COMMUNICATION

This policy will be communicated to our school community in the following ways:

Made available publicly on our school website:

https://www.yeahs.vic.edu.au/about/school-policies/

e Made available in hard copy from school administration upon request.
FURTHER INFORMATION AND RESOURCES
This policy should be read alongside and in conjunction with the following Department policies:

e Enrolment

e Exemptions from School Attendance and Enrolment
e Flexible Learning Options (FLOs)

e Schools’ Privacy Policy



mailto:enquiries@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.yeahs.vic.edu.au/about/school-policies/
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/enrolment/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/exemption-school-attendance-and-enrolment
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/flexible-learning-options-flos/policy
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
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