
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BUSHFIRE RECOVERY 
The Longwood Fire has had a significant impact on our community. In response, the school has 
worked closely with the Department of Education and local organisations to ensure appropriate 
support is in place for our students and families. This has included access to Student Support 
Services, with recovery staff engaging directly with students to provide targeted wellbeing 
support following the event. 
The Victorian Government has recognised the impact of recent bushfires and allocated $2 
million to provide immediate mental health support to affected government schools. Our 
school has been identified as a recipient of this funding, with an allocation of up to $75,000 
through the Schools Mental Health Fund. 
This funding will enable the school to strengthen its wellbeing supports, including: 

• Engagement of a Mental Health Nurse through Yea & District Memorial Hospital (one day 
per week, Terms 2–4)  

• Implementation of the Big Sister and Blue Edge programs  
• Additional staffing to support Wellbeing and Inclusive Learning initiatives  

We extend our sincere thanks to our community partners for their generous support. Rotary 
District 9790 contributed $7,555.65 through the Rotary Fire Relief Back to School Program to 
assist students with uniforms, books, and stationery. Rotary Club of Whittlesea has also 
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 donated $5,000 to support fire-impacted families, including assistance with the Junior School 
Camp and essential equipment. 

 
 
INDUSTRIAL ACTION 
The Australian Education Union called strike action on Tuesday 24 March 2026. A number of our 
staff participated, resulting in a modified program for students in Years 7–12 on that day. 
Thank you to families who indicated student attendance in advance. This supported the school 
to plan effectively and maintain appropriate duty of care. We appreciate your understanding and 
cooperation. 

 
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL 
I would like to acknowledge and thank our outgoing School Council members, Kelly Harris, Erin 
Papadopoulos and Robyn Hopp, for their valued contribution and commitment. 
School Council plays an important role in guiding key decisions and supporting the effective 
management of school resources. 
We welcome the 2026–2027 
School Council: 

• Parents: Andrew Fulford 
(President), Amanda Jolly 
(Vice-President), Mark 
Martin, Christie Neilson, 
Georgia Gardiner, Claire 
Geeson  

• Students: Carly Martin, 
Ebony Ockwell  

• Staff: Jessica Hill, Diane 
Miller, Georgina Wells, 
Phoebe Parker  

 
 

 
COMMUNICATION 
The school uses a range of platforms to communicate with families and the wider community. 
Compass remains our primary platform for information relating to: 

• Learning: Curriculum documentation, learning tasks, and 
resources  
• Wellbeing: Attendance and behaviour observations  
• Administration: Excursions, events, and staff contact  
In addition, updates are shared via the school website, 
newsletter, and Facebook page. 
Website: https://www.yeahs.vic.edu.au/ 
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MIDDLE YEARS LITERACY AND NUMERACY SUPPORT (MYLNS) 
The school continues to receive MYLNS funding to support Year 10 students in developing 
essential literacy and numeracy skills. Andrei Telehin and Franck Panazio will continue to lead 
targeted intervention programs to support identified students and strengthen outcomes for 
future pathways. 

 
 
VICTORIAN HIGH-ABILITY PROGRAM 
The Victorian High-Ability Program for Year 7 and 8 students will commence in Term 2, delivered 
through Virtual School Victoria. The program provides extension in English and Mathematics, 
with a focus on critical thinking, collaboration, and deeper learning. Students are selected 
based on NAPLAN data and teacher judgement. 
We acknowledge and thank Thomas Panazio for his leadership of this program at Yea High 
School. 
Program benefits include: 

• Engaging and challenging curriculum  
• Opportunities to connect with like-minded peers across the state  
• Increased student confidence and capability  
• Flexible access to learning through the Virtual School Victoria platform  

 
 
YEAR 7 LAPTOP PROGRAM 
The school remains committed to equity and access through the Year 7 Laptop Program. From 
Term 2, students will be able to take their devices home to support their learning. These devices 
remain school-owned during the warranty period, after which ownership will transfer to the 
student. 

 
 

RECENT EVENTS 
• Welcome BBQ with strong attendance 
from Year 7 families  
• House Swimming Carnival at Yea Pool, 
with Clarke announced as the winning 
house  
• Term 1 Round Robin (Volleyball) across 
year levels  
• Student participation in the Southern 
Ranges Swimming Carnival, with two 
students progressing to the Hume Region 
level  
• Completion of NAPLAN for Years 7–9  
• Year 12 Elevate Study Skills session  
• Visit from the Smile Squad, with all 
bookings completed and referrals made  
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Highlights: 
NATIONAL YOUNG LEADERS DAY 
A group of Student Leaders recently attended the 
National Young Leaders Day in Melbourne, where they 
engaged with a range of inspiring speakers. Jacqui Bell 
shared her experience as the youngest person to 
complete an ultramarathon on all seven continents, 
reinforcing the message that while you can go fast alone, 
you go further together. Author Adrian Beck spoke about 
drawing on personal experiences to shape his writing, 
highlighting that books have the power to influence and 
inspire. Students also heard from Catherine Laga'aia, 
who stars in the upcoming Disney live-action Moana, 

encouraging students to strive to be a little better each day and to take responsibility for 
creating positive change. 
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Year 11 and 12 Personal Development Skills students put their teamwork and leadership skills 
to the test in a MasterChef-style challenge. They were tasked with creating a healthy meal 
aligned with the healthy eating guidelines. 
Students prepared a wide range of dishes, including fried rice, carbonara, crunch wraps, stir-
fries, and burgers. It was fantastic to see such creativity and collaboration in the kitchen. 
A lot of fun was had as students put their skills into practice, worked towards key learning 
outcomes, and, of course, enjoyed eating their creations.  
 



 

  



 

  

We have been hard at work constructing 
sections of the Yea High School grounds into a 
fresh produce garden and animal sanctuary for 
chickens and bees.  Over the last 18 months we 
have built a Bee platform, surrounded it with 
pollinator garden plants and students in Year 8 
are ready to construct the Bee Hives next term. 
The Chicken coop is close to finished and with a 
gate hung over the coming holidays the 
Chickens will arrive for Year 7's to look after 
next term. Year 9's have been a wonderful help 
out in the Kitchen Garden, planting natives as a 
habitat space and to provide future shade to our 
students and vegetable gardens. We have 17 
garden tanks that are slowly being planted out 
with produce. Fun times ahead as we will pick 
and use these food products in Food 
Technology. 
The year 7's in Materials Technology - Wood 
have made herb shredders, mixing spoons and 
plant identifying stakes to use in our gardens. 
The Year 9 and 10's have constructed large 
planter containers from recycled materials and 
currently we have started to plant grapes in 
those.  
Mr Ricci had a vision and we thank him for his 
time, effort and construction allocated to the 
Kitchen Garden at Yea High School. 
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Italian cooking:  Students were brilliant with the menu in Italian 
cooking. We discussed fresh, home grown cuisines and how the 
colours eaten are also represented nationally in the Italian flag. 
Music was playing, views of the Italian country side were viewed and 
the fresh smell of garlic and basil wafted down the corridor. We 
created a feast and invited friends to share. 

Hot Cross Buns:  Proving yeast leads to the baking of Chelsea buns 
or Pizza bases. Due to it being Easter celebrations the Yea High 
School students made hot cross buns to take home. Yeast is a live 
organism, so we fed it sugar, wrapped it in flour and warmed it with 
hot milk. Then the bubbles formed. This mix was added to larger 
quantities of flour and sugar, mixed and again laid to rest to prove. 
The dough divided and shaped and to stick to traditions a cross was 
piped onto each bun. Warm sugar and yeast smells filled the room. 

 

FOOD TECHNOLOGY…  



 

  



 


